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OUR MISSION
To protect lands within Cowlitz County from the degrading impacts of invasive and noxious weed
species by educating residents, land owners, land managers, county departments, city governments,
and state and federal agencies to be responsible stewards.

“You must walk sometimes perfectly ee,
not pr ing or inquisitive,
not bent on seeing things.
Throw away a whole day for a single ex ansion,
a single inspiration of air. …
You must walk so gently as to hear the ﬁnest sounds,
the faculties being in repose. …
Nat re will bear the closest inspection.
She invites us to lay our eye level with her smallest
leaf,
and take an insect view of its plain.”
—Henr David Thoreau

Orange hawkweed
Class B Noxious Weed

PROGRAM GOALS
 Improve Educational Efforts
 Participate in Community Events
 Survey and Collect Noxious Weed Data
 Enhance and Develop Assistance Programs for Landowners
 Produce Written Operating Procedures and Guidelines
 Increase Grant Funding for Special Projects
 Cultivate Lasting Partnerships with Public Organizations
 Organize and Expand Long-term Stewardship Activities in the Community

Cowlitz County
Noxious Weed Control Board
The Weed Board is made up of five
volunteer supervisors, each one represents
one of five weed districts in the County.
The board members are appointed by the
Board of County Commissioners. Each
board supervisor serves for a term of four
years.

Letter From the Coordinator
With so many causes, ideas and concerns in front of us each day does anyone have time to pay
attention to anyone or anything anymore? Thinking about the topics that we hear everyday on
the news can become overwhelming to think about. We are flooded with information about a
number of issues, each trying to educate us about the complexities of life and life’s processes.
We all care about our future and the resources we may or may not be leaving for our children.
How do we concentrate on one cause or two and still have time for family? What is a just
cause, one that you can support and trust? Where can each of us spend our valuable time and
resources?
It seems cruel to ask everyone to support everything, but yet there are numerous issues we all
should care about. There is no correct answer only correct actions. We all know right from
wrong and yet many of us seem to forget the smallest of rights. We throw things on the ground
that should be thrown in the trash and throw trash that should be recycled. We pollute those
places in nature we take our families to enjoy and fail to understand our impacts to the environment. We take and take and expect that what we take will be available forever. We give little
thought to the processes that created these things we take for granted. We demand more from
our planet but return little. We see and like what we see in nature but don’t know how complex and fragile nature is. We change things in nature “for the better” or so we think and see
nothing of what we have just impacted “for the worst”. We order wild plants from across the
continent and expect that nothing bad will happen because of their introduction. We fill in
wetlands but complain about the lack of waterfowl to hunt. We pour medicines and commercial cleaners down the drain and insist in catching OUR quota of fish in the rivers where our
pollution is changing fish habitat and health.
Take a moment and think about what you do and use on a daily basis and ask yourself if you
know how you are impacting the land you live upon.
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Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Control Program and its Purpose
Noxious weeds impact the entire
community from property values,
time and cost to control invasives,
to the cost of agriculture products
we purchase from local growers
and even recreational activities we
all enjoy. To producers trying to
make a living and supporting our
economy, noxious weeds can
decrease production of products,
increase maintenance costs, choke
out wetlands (valuable) for our
fisheries, constrict water flows in
our dikes (causing flooding issues),
and impacting our local wildlife and
plants.

It is our responsibility as land
owners and land managers in the
State of Washington under the state
law to “control” noxious weeds
(RCW 17.10). Control is defined
as “prevention of seed production
and dispersal of all propagative
parts capable of forming new
plants.” Noxious weeds are listed
based on the negative impacts they
pose to agriculture and other
producers and our natural
resources in Washington State.
Battling weeds is not a loosing
battle unless we do nothing.
The Cowlitz County Noxious

Weed Control Program is tasked
with administering the State
Noxious Weed Law in Cowlitz
County. Our program works
tirelessly to achieve control of
noxious weeds through voluntary
cooperation with all landowners
and land managers. Only when all
attempts at working cooperatively
fail do we enforce control. Our
goal is to reduce and eliminate the
impacts of these noxious weeds on
our lands and to encourage longterm stewardship that will benefit
all of us.
Noxious weeds have no boundaries
so we must all work hard on our
own properties. Our program is
here to help identify these plants
and aid in sharing information on
the control methods available to
achieve eradication. Each year our
staff travels throughout the county
to assess progress on multiple sites
with noxious weeds, to survey for
new populations of plants and to
find new invaders.
When noxious weeds are
discovered and recorded on ANY
property, staff makes contact with
landowners/land managers to share
information on the identity of the
noxious weed(s) and integrated
methods to control them. We
encourage everyone to contact us
so that we can work together.

Class A Noxious Weeds in Cowlitz County
Garlic mustard
(Alliaria petiolata) is a shade-tolerant
biennial herb in Brassicaceae family
and native to northern Europe. It
occurs in moist and shaded soils and
can quickly outcompete native
vegetation due to its allelopathic
abilities. Garlic mustard can
dominate forest understories
quickly, which leads to dense
monocultures of the plant reducing

self-pollinate and produce large
quantities of seed. Single plants can
produce 60 to 7,000 seeds which
can remain viable in the soil for up
to 5 years.
Methods of control used for garlic
mustard include: pulling, cutting
flower heads, burning and applying
herbicides. Preventing plants from
creating seed is the only sure

Allelopathy is a biological

process where one plant
inhibits the growth of another
through the release of
chemicals through its root
system. This can affect the
growth of other plants around
them.

method for eradications on small
infestation sites.

native flora population.
Plants germinate early in the spring
and grow for two years before
creating seeds. It has the ability to

In Cowlitz County, we have one
documented site of garlic mustard
on PacificCorp property at the
Speelyai Boat Launch and Day Use
area on Merwin Lake. The site was
first discovered in 2010 and has
been monitored and treated every
year. The original population was
approximately 20 feet by 300 feet
next to newly installed restroom

facilities. This population has been
treated with herbicides or pulled
and bagged. Since initial discovery
this population has been reduced
significantly. As of July 2014, only
12 plants were found germinating
and or flowering.
PacifiCorp staff continue to assess
treatments each year while our
program staff monitors the area
yearly.

Milk thistle
(Silybum marianum) is a biennial/
annual herb in the Asteraceae
family and native to the
Mediterranean region of Europe.
This plant can be found in fertile
soils like pastures and fields but it is
also found as a garden ornamental.
Plants germinate in autumn and
spring in open areas. They
reproduce via seeds with one plant
capable of producing more than
6,400 seeds. Seeds are viable in the
soil for at least 9 years.
Milk thistle is a nitrate accumulator
and lethal to livestock when the
plant is ingested. In pastures, this
plant can establish dense stands,
limiting the movement of livestock
and preventing access to water.
Control methods used include:
mowing, disking, burning, pulling
and application of herbicides.
In Cowlitz County the majority of
milk thistle is found in the fertile

agriculture soils of Woodland.
Landowners here work their fields
for a variety of crops and livestock.
A total of (9) nine landowners in
this area have infestations of this
class A noxious weed. Plant
numbers rage from (1) one plant to
(7) seven acres. A total of 472
acres in the Woodland agriculture
area have been surveyed to date and
more than 53 landowners are
voluntarily working with our
program to monitor the area.

Slenderflower thistle
(Carduus tenuiflorus) is a herbaceous
biennial/winter annual plant native
to Europe. Plants bloom from
May to July and reproduce by seed,
with a single plant producing up to
20,000 seeds.
Slenderflower thistle can quickly
dominate a site and exclude native
flora and forage plants in meadows
and pastures. Large infestations can
impact livestock from accessing
water and food. This plant is a
nitrate accumulator and
ingestion by livestock may cause
nitrate poisoning.

As of the end of 2014, three sites
were documented in Cowlitz
County as having the Class A,
Control methods include: cutting
Slenderflower thistle. The largest
flower heads, pulling plants and
property lot is 3.75 acres but only
herbicide application.
about an acre of that land needed to
be treated with herbicides this year.
Nitrate Poisoning in livestock A second site, one acre in size had
(mainly cattle but can occur in
approximately 65 plants spread
through out and it was also
horses, dogs and cats) occurs
when the animal consumes plants successfully treated in late spring

too high in nitrate to be able to
process them in the body.
Signs: Chocolate-brown color
of the blood, staggering gait,
rapid pulse, poor appetite,
weakness (abortion in pregnant
animals) labored breathing and
frequent urination, collapse,
coma and death. Symptoms can
occur rapidly after ingestion of
toxic doses, within one-half to
four hours.

with a broad leaf herbicide. All
three sites are in agriculture
production and the landowners are
voluntarily working with our
program to eliminate this noxious
weed.
Slenderflower thistle distribution in
Cowlitz County and in the State of
Washington is very limited. We
hope to have this plant eradicated in
the next 5 years due to seed
viability in the soil of 7 years.

Currently, only three other coun es in
Washington State report having sites of
Slenderflower thistle recorded.

Shiny geranium
(Geranium lucidum) is an annual but
can grow as a biennial depending on
the conditions. This forb is native to
northern Africa and can predominate
forest understories and is very shade
tolerant. Plants flower in April/
May and form seed by June/July.
Plants are capable of producing up to
five generations in one year. The
seed viability is unknown but can be
expected to persist for several years.

Across the United States, Shiny
geranium is spreading quickly. In
Washington State the number of
sites documented across all counties
increased exponentially in 2014. In
Cowlitz County, there were only
two sites documented in 2013, but
by the end of 2014 staff had found
an additional six sites. The largest
site was located on the right-of-way
and down an embankment along the
road. The plant was likely
transported to this location by a
contaminated vehicle or piece of
maintenance equipment.

This plant species dominates
quickly once established and it
is very difficult to see early in
the season. Most sites that
were located this year were
seen late in the year after the
plant stems turn a bright red in
color. At this time the
infestation site becomes
obvious but no control
methods can be applied until
next year. Seed set has already
taken place before any control
methods can be implemented
and unless the site is small,
pulling and bagging are not
effective.

This site is on both the county
right‐of‐way and on a private
property on Ostrander Road.

Top Ten—Class B Noxious Weeds in Cowlitz County
Dalmatian toadflax

Diffuse knapweed

Meadow knapweed Spotted knapweed

Knotweeds (Polygonum)

7 sites

3 sites

26 sites

4 sites

Poison hemlock

Rush skeletonweed

Tansy ragwort

Yellow archangel

32 sites

7 sites

Mouse-ear
hawkweed

49 sites

35 sites

297 sites

12 sites

In the 2014 Washington State
Noxious Weed List there were 59
listed species and two hawkweed
subgenus groups (Pilosella and
Heiracium) of Class B noxious weeds.
In Cowlitz County, we have
documented 36 of these noxious
weed species to date.

The majority of our surveys are done
from county roads or through
private land where the landowner
has given us permission to enter.
Less than a quarter of the county has
been surveyed in the past five years
due to limited access.

Out of the 36 class B noxious weed
species documented, the top ten
Each year with additional surveys
and new areas of concentration, we highlighted are of highest priority for
control. Efforts to control other
continue to document more sites
and find new invaders not previously noxious weeds documented in the
documented. However, we are far county are more localized or site
specific. For the class B noxious
from surveying the entire county
since most of our lands are in timber weeds that are in abundance, like
production and most of that land is Scotch broom and common reed,
controlling these infestations is
inaccessible to us.

dependent on a number of factors.
Mainly, proximity to agriculture and
or restoration projects nearby. If
landowners request help with these
species, we are dedicated to provide
as much assistance as possible.

One site of Gorse was documented in
Cowlitz County in 2009 but it has been
ERADICATED.

Education Efforts Regarding the Program and Noxious Weeds
Education is the most important
function this program commits to
on a yearly basis. The subject of
“Noxious Weeds” is not one that is
on the forefront of our daily lives
and it may even be a topic that is
low on the list of important tasks
for everyone’s lives. For this
reason, it is our job to make sure it
becomes an important topic for
every resident of Cowlitz County.

 EDDR Citizen Volunteer Weed

2014 Education Opportunities:

 Noxious Weed Brochures;

 Booth at the Home & Garden

 Property Visits to Identify

Fair;
 Cowlitz County Fair;
 Castle Rock Community Fair;
 Invasive Species Volunteer Day;
 Mount St Helens Elk Refuge

Volunteer Days;
 Quarterly Noxious Weed

Newsletters;
 Noxious Weed Control Board

Website;
 Garlic Mustard Working

Group;
 Weeding Out Invaders at

Willow Grove Park with
Elementary School children;
 Washington State Department

of Transportation regional
training for Vancouver/Cowlitz
maintenance area;

Identification and Reporting
Training.
 Weed Presentation to City

Public Works Departments;
 Briefings to County

Department Heads and County
Commissioners bi-monthly;
 Noxious Weed Calendar;
 Toxic Plants Booklet;

Noxious Weeds and
Recommend Control Methods;
 Intern Training on Biology,

Ecology, Plant Id, Biological
controls and Integrated
Vegetation Management;

 Consulting and working with

Local Vegetation Contractors;
 Telephone, Email and Walk-in

Assistance to the Public.

Volunteer Events
Events that get the public involved
in natural resources and shows
everyone the wonderful outdoor
landscapes we have here in our
county helps our program bring
awareness to our ecosystem, plants,
wildlife and how these are affected
by noxious and invasive species.
This year, we started by partnering
with the Lower Columbia Estuary
Partnership at an event at Willow
Grove Park on the banks of the
Columbia River. A bus full of 4th
and 5th graders from the Cathlamet
Elementary School learned about
noxious weeds, the importance of
the Columbia River to fisheries and
migratory bird species.
Other community events included;
1) four volunteer days to survey and
control invasive plants species at the
Mount St. Helens Elk Refuge where
fifteen (15) volunteers and seven
staff members from Washington
Department of Wildlife, US Forest
Service and our program mapped
mouse-ear hawkeed sites and cut
Scotch broom. 2) Two interns, one
from WSU and one from Western
Washington University provided our
program with valuable volunteer
hours on multiple activities and

In total, we had 67 volunteers at
our events, and they logged in
497 volunteer hours.

educational events. Each
individual assisted staff with
surveys, enforcement, mapping,
herbicide applications, public
assistance, education boards for
our fairs, and office work. Their
time with us was greatly
appreciated.
Top: 1. Lower Columbia Estuary Part‐
nership staﬀ teaching elementary
school students about the importance
of Columbia River. 2. Cathlamet
teacher and kids finding and pulling
and bagging noxious weeds. 3.
Scotch broom at the Elk Refuge. 4.
Interns, Erica Bockman and Kay Hol‐
ten assist with filling water containers
and bladders at Mount St. Helens.

Special Grant Projects
Class A Noxious Weed
Eradication Project
In 2009, Milk thistle was first
discovered growing in the
agriculture lands of Woodland.
Since then additional sites have been
found along with another class A
noxious weed, slenderflower thistle.
Both plants are of high priority for
eradication efforts in the state. This
year we were happy to be awarded a
small grant from the Washington
State Noxious Weed Control Board
to help us continue to work with
landowners in the Woodland
bottoms to eradicate these two plant
species.

two species and to allow us
permission to enter their lands to
look for these two class A weeds. In
total we have surveyed over 472
acres of farm land.
Grant funding like this one allows
our program to provide assistance to
multiple landowners while tackling a
high priority noxious weed. All of
these services: survey, monitoring
and control efforts are free to these
farmers.

Total acres of Milk and
Slenderflower thistle
in Cowlitz County
2009—5 acres, 2 sites
2010—3.25 acres, 3 sites
2011—1 acre, 4 sites
2012—4 acres, 6 sites
2013—11 acres, 10 properties
2014—0.01 acres, 11 properties

In 2014 we found:
Slender flower thistle
105 plants total on 3 properties,
85 % ERADICATED

Milk thistle
129 plants total in 5 properties
70 % ERADICATED

As of the fall of 2014, we are
working with 10 landowners with a
combined 328 acres of land under
assessment and monitoring. An
additional 53 landowners have been
contacted in the last two years to
inform them of our work on these

Mount St Helens National
Volcanic Monument /Gifford
Pinchot National Forest
This year marked our sixth year
working in cooperation with the
Gifford Pinchot National Forest and
the Mount St Helens National
Monument. Title II grant funding
awards are used to control invasive
plants within the National Forest.
Our program along with Lewis,
Klickitat, and Skamania County
Noxious Weed Control Programs
have been providing technical and on
the ground assistance while
surveying and chemically controlling
invasive species.
The area around Mount St Helens is
specially vulnerable to invasive
plants as it recovers from the 1980
volcanic eruption. This area is also
challenging to access since all of the
roads were wiped out and only the

Title II Funding
$50,000
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$30,000
Funding

$20,000
$10,000
$0
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

main highway road is available to
vehicles and equipment. Control
work is done with saws, loppers,
hand sprayers and backpack
sprayers.
Weed species include: spotted
knapweed, yellow and mouse-ear
hawkweeds, Scotch broom, tansy
ragwort, herb Robert, Canada
thistle and common tansy. Any
other invasive species are
recorded and assessed.

The Mount St Helens
Helicopter and fire
crew used one of their
training days to help us
drop water at a central
loca on below the
mountain where access
to water is diﬃcult but
needed to treat many
of the invasive plant
species found in this
area.

Knotweed Control at a
Watershed Level
Knotweed spreads across many of
our watershed systems. The
fluctuating nature of our watershed
helps scour the banks dislodging root
segments and plant parts
downstream. Once established on a
waterway and the difficulty of having
limited control methods makes this
plant species devastating to our
riparian ecology and aquatic species.
Controlling this noxious weed can
only be accomplished by managing
the entire watershed system and
beginning control efforts from the
top down. This involves many river
miles of surveying, control work and
monitoring for more than five years.
This also requires the support and
cooperation of many landowners
which complicates things at times.
Depending on the extent of the
knotweed infestations on the
watershed and depending on the
number of landowners involved to
control all the known populations of
this noxious weed, coordinating
these large projects can be
challenging.
We currently have knotweed
control projects on four (4)
watersheds in our county;
Abernathy and Monahan
Creeks, the north fork of the
Toutle River and the Coweeman
River. Restoration projects, led by
the Cowlitz Conservation District,
are also on-going on three of these
systems.

ABERNATHY CREEK
Work in this creek began in 2006 on
3.6 river miles of this system’s
reach. It was estimated at this time
that there was 120 acres of
knotweed along the riparian
corridor and as far off the creek bed
as the 40 year flood zone areas of
some of the lands along this system.
As of the fall of 2014, it is estimated
that only about 1 acre of knotweed
remains spread through out the
riparian corridor.
This creek is home to native trout
species and provides spawning beds
for several salmon species.
Abernathy Creek is also the home of
the U.S Fish & Wildlife applied
research facility, Abernathy Fish
Technology Center.

Abernathy Creek is a high quality stream system, home to na ve Cu hroat trout.

Map showing Abernathy creek and loca on of documented knotweed sites (yellow
dots) from the upper most reach to the confluence with the Columbia River.

Monahan Creek
The Monahan Knotweed Project
began in 2008. This Tier I creek
system is located west of Castle
Rock, WA and drains into the
Cowlitz River below the mouth of
the Toutle River drainage.

Infestation of knotweed began at
river mile 2.25 of the bottom of this
system and down to the confluence
of the Delameter Creek drainage.
The majority of property owners
along this creek are private with a
few parcels at the top of the
watershed belonging to the
Weyerhaeuser Timber Company.

The end of 2014 marked our
seventh year of control activities on
this creek. We have achieved
significant success in reducing
knotweed and clearing the way for
stream restoration and native
vegetation re-establishment. Our
partner, the Cowlitz Conservation

District, has began to work closely
with landowners to stabilize the
banks, reduce erosion, plant native
vegetation and restore salmon
habitat.

Toutle River, Wyantt Creek
The Toutle River drainage along
with all of the tributaries that empty
into this system are some of the few
areas where knotweed has not yet
taken hold. For this reason, this
system is of high priority for
protection from the invasive impacts
of the knotweed species. Currently,
we have three relatively small
knotweed sites on the mainstream
north fork of the Toutle River. The
only other place we have
documented knotweed sites is on the
headwaters of the Wyantt Creek
system. This watershed project area
is one of our smallest and least
impacted by knotweed.

Coweeman River
In 2012, we received an Early
Detection Rapid Response (EDRR)
Grant from the Washington
Department of Agriculture to assess
the Coweeman River after finding
one knotweed site along the river.
By mid 2013, the entire system and
tributaries has been surveyed (39
river miles). This project was
accomplished with the help of the
Cowlitz Conservation District who
had acquired a grant from the
Salmon Recovery Board to work on
fish passage improvement, woody
debris for salmon and to plant native
vegetation where needed. We
discovered that throughout this
watershed, there was approximately
10 acres of knotweed. We acquired
permission to enter more than 400
tax parcels along the Coweeman
River and its tributaries. At the end,
only about 200 tax parcels were
found to have knotweed.
Although we did find knotweed on
this watershed, the amount of
knotweed found is significantly less
than most of our other watersheds.
In 2013, a two year funding award
from the WSDA Knotweed Program
allowed us to begin treatments of all
known sites.

Our first year of treatments was
more than we were prepared for
with a staff of two summer seasonal
employees. We were not able to
finish 100% of the treatments.
Herbicide applications were
primarily done with backpack
sprayers as staff walked the difficult
and long terrain on foot.
In 2014, the remaining funding was
used to complete re-treatments of
those sites covered in 2013 and to
finish treatments of all other sites.
Most of the knotweed was found on
the main stem of the Coweeman

River, Goble Creek and Turner
Creek. We are working with
approximately 83 landowners for
access to the river to reach all sites,
however in total, only 77 property
owners have knotweed. We are
happy to have the cooperation of all
of these property owners who have
made this project a success.

Cooperative Weed Management Areas (CWMAs)
As budgets get cut and natural
resource programs have less funding
to do more on the ground work,
Cooperative Weed Management
Areas are helping everyone
involved. These collaborative
partnerships between state agencies,
cities, counties, private landowners
and non-profit groups are getting
things done.
Cooperative areas make it possible
to work together, share resources
and make small pockets of funding
by each organization work to get
everyone’s projects completed
within a region of interest to all
those involved. Partnerships are non
-binding and only a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) serve to
pledge that when resources can be
shared, they will.
In the Southwest Washington
region, there has been a void of
these partnerships even though,
many natural resources agencies in
the area are working next door to
each other with little money but
huge projects to restore watersheds,
wetlands and riparian corridors to
improve native vegetation and
wildlife habitat.
In the past five years, we have been
involved in organizing two of these
management areas; the Lower
Columbia CWMA and the
Southwest Washington
CWMA.

The Lower Columbia
CWMA covers the
Columbia River and
its tributaries from
the confluence of the
Lewis River to the
ocean. This CWMA
Lower Columbia CWMA
is working closely
with the Oregon side
of the Columbia
River which also has
a CWMA with a comparable
area to ours. The North Coast
CWMA covers Columbia,
Clatsop and Tillamook
Counties.
Southwest Washington
The Southwest Washington
CWMA
CWMA covers east of I-5
from SR503 north to Highway
12 and east along Forest Road
25 in the Gifford Pinchot NF.

Landowner Cost-Share Assistance /Community Assistance
Controlling noxious weeds is the
responsibility of each landowner
and or land manager within Cowlitz
County. For a number of
landowners, this task may be even
more difficult due to income
constraints (low income) and or
physical limitations (handicap or
elderly). Enforcing the weed laws
on these landowners would be more
costly than the benefits we receive
by working together to achieve
control.
The Noxious Weed Control Board
has instituted several programs to
help landowners achieve control of
their noxious weed infestations.
These include: 60/40 Cost Share
Program, the Knotweed Cost Share
Program, Exempt Landowner
Program and Weed Bag/Equipment
Loaning Program. Each of these
programs provides landowners with
additional resources necessary to
comply and complete control of
selected noxious weeds.

recommended herbicide(s). The
program will cover 60% of the
herbicide bill up to $350 dollars per
calendar year.

control efforts for this plant
complex. The limit per landowners
is capped at $500 dollars per
calendar year but the application is
done by a professional instead of the
land-owner.

Exempt Landowner Program is
for those landowners who qualify as
low income or limited income house
holds or are physically unable to
perform the control efforts
themselves. For these landowners,
our program staff performs all of the
control efforts for the land owners.
Knotweed Cost Share Program Staff will identify the weeds on the
property, apply herbicides, cut and
is more specific due to the
complexity and special permit
requirements necessary to control
this aggressive invasive. In most
situations, this plant may be growing
in proximity to water making
control efforts by landowners more
difficult due to the need of a special
permit to apply herbicides near
water. In these situations,
controlling this plant requires a
60/40 Cost Share Program
licensed contractor. Providing this
provides a split cost share of the bill special assistance program becomes bag plants and dispose of plant
more necessary if we are to increase material. In some situations, the
purchasing the recommended
program will contract with a
herbicide(s) to control a selected
licensed contractor for special
number of noxious weeds; Tansy
circumstances as needed.
ragwort, Canada thistle and Yellow
Landowners qualify under this
archangel. The landowner consults
program through the county
with one of our inspectors regarding
Assessor’s office where they also
his weed issue and after the property
qualify for reduced property taxes.
is inspected, the landowner
purchases and applies the

60/40 Cost Share Program

cost share total

In 2014, we had a total of eight
landowners who applied to our cost
share program. Six of these
landowners controlled tansy and
Canada thistle with a total of 259
acres of land protected for a cost
share of $1,140.00 dollars. Two
landowners applied for knotweed
control on a total of 13.52 acres of
land for a total of $727.31 dollars.

$234.47

L. Bryan
R & B Lee
K. Boultinghouse
D. Kyllo
G. Kyllo
A. Setera

$28.87
$350.00 cost share total
$136.07
$166.55
$224.05
$‐

$50.00 $100.00 $150.00 $200.00 $250.00 $300.00 $350.00

Knotweed Cost Share

79 Acre Property
G. Nylander

10 Acres

$2,500.00

B. Keith

$2,000.00

Cost

$2,300.11

$1,500.00

3.52 Acres

S. Richards

$1,000.00
$500.00
$‐

$200.00 $400.00 $600.00

A total of 19 property owners were
assisted for a total of $10,300.30
dollars of staff time, equipment and
herbicides. The majority of these
landowners had knotweed on their
property which required specialized
herbicides and a permit for applying
near water. For one property
owner, with a total of 79 acres, the
expense included several days of
spraying with two staff and two
trucks and a contractor with their
own equipment. Knotweed was
along the riparian zone of a stream
that cuts through this property.
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J. Albrecht knotweed/spotted
knapweed
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Forrest knotweed
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Exempt Cost Share Program
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Underberg knotweed
R. Leonard knotweed
Sweets knotweed
Rainey knotweed
K.West Canada thistle/ yellow
archangel
M Hays Canada thistle/ Tansy
ragwort
R Doron Canada thistle/ Tansy
ragwort
J. Ritchie knotweed
K. Chadwick yellow archangel
J. McGregor knotweed
E. Grimmett knotweed
E. Seago knotweed
K. Kissinger knotweed
D. Hank knotweed
G. Atchley knotweed

cost

Along with these resources, the
program provides landowners
with weed bags and vouchers to
take the filled bags to the local
waste management facility.
Costs for bags and dumping fees
are covered by the program.
This allows for control of
noxious weeds late in the season
when plants are at flower and
close to seed set. This is one
more tool available to reduce
seed dispersal and provide
landowners with the means to
properly dispose of these weeds.
Too often we encounter illegal
dump sites where plant material is
left at the end of a road. Many
noxious weeds are able to escape
The weed wrench is a great tool to into the natural landscape from these
help remove mature Scotch broom dump sites due to their ability to
plants. Other woody plants can also grow and spread from plant
segments and root fragments.
be pulled out with this tool.
Weed Bag/Equipment Loaning
Program provides landowners
additional resources for their use to
control noxious weeds on their
properties. Equipment is specialized
and most landowners do not have
these at their disposal. Our program
allows landowners to borrow weed
wrenches, mixing tanks, and
injection guns for knotweed.

Illegal dumping
sites are
responsible for
escapee
ornamental
plants invading
native
landscapes
including our
streams and
forests

started their spread into the natural
areas and timber production lands of
our county.
This disposal program allows us to
reduce the amount of noxious weed
plant material that may be dumped
illegally and gives us time to
empower landowners with
education, stewardship towards our
natural resources.
A total of sixteen dump runs were
recorded at the waste management
facility for a total cost to the
program of $1,103.13 dollars.

Weed Bags and Waste
Management Vouchers
Timing is everything with noxious
weeds and with some landowners
who prefer to employ non herbicide
means to control their noxious
weeds, we have developed a voucher
and weed bag system to help
eliminate seed dispersal. We have
also found that some landowners run
out of time to control seed dispersal
and the last resort is to cut, bag and
dump seeding noxious weeds.
Encouraging land owners to
properly dispose of these cuttings is
also very important to reduce having
this debris become a new infestation.
Landowners can request weed bags
free of charge and a voucher that
allows for the full bags to be taken to
the local waste management facility
for proper disposal. The weed
program picks up the cost of
disposal. The weed bags are clear so
that this discourages adding trash to
the bags.
Over the years, we have seen many
dump sites were many of the
aggressive noxious weeds have
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and Dumping Cost
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2014 Work Plan/Enforcement Procedures & Rules and Regulations
The Work Plan/Enforcement
Procedures and the Rules &
Regulations were finalized and
approved for adoption by the Weed
Board in early March. These
documents explain in detail the
background of the weed board and
how this program works. These
documents are meant to show the
public the steps that will be taken
with each and every landowner and
land manager within our county
jurisdiction.
In the work plan document is a
threat assessment ranking system to
show the priority and threat given to
noxious weeds. This assessment
gives landowners a picture of
numerous indicators used to
prioritize the level of threat these
weeds pose and their priority level
for control based on these ranking
factors.
With these two documents, landowners have all of the information

about the Noxious Weed Control
Board, the authority of the
coordinator and the program to
administer the weed law of the State
of Washington and the processes
that will be followed by this office
and staff.
Important information regarding the
rights of a landowner to request a
hearing before the weed board in
regards to any charges of cost for
control measures that were
undertaken on their property are
clear. Also enclosed is the schedule
of penalties for violation to control
noxious weeds after several notices
and attempts have been made by this
office to request the control of
designated noxious weeds of high
priority.

Landowner Enforcement
This year was our first for full
enforcement after five years of
education and bringing awareness of
noxious weeds and our program.
We have had great success with
landowner communication and
compliance every year and this year
was no different. We had 88%
compliance after the Request to
Control (RTC) notice went out and
after the Notice of Violation (NOV)
we had 100% compliance.
In total, we monitored 412 noxious
weeds sites. About half, 184 of
these sites were actively controlling
their weeds and 228 of them were
enforced on this year. Over 40% of
the known noxious weed sites were

Enforcement Notices Sent
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200
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50
50
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complying with the weed law
without us having to get further
involved other than to answer
questions the landowners may have
had regarding their control efforts.

NOV

2014 compliance numbers look
good overall. We believe that our
education campaign for five years
and our assistance programs speak
volumes to our efforts of bringing
awareness of noxious weeds. In
turn, this has helped landowners
comply with the weed laws as we
build lasting stewardship
partnerships with landowners in our
county.
What do we expect to see in coming
years? We hope to continue seeing
an increase of compliance and a
decrease in the number of Notice of
Violation letters sent out. We will
continue providing education, cost
share programs and assistance to
landowners in hopes of driving home
the message of how important it is to
contain, control and eliminate
noxious weeds. Our pledge to the
community is to keep fighting
invasives to take back our properties
and to protect our natural resources.

Notice of Violation Properties
Land Owner

Parcel No.

Situs Address

Noxious Weed

Notices

Azevedo, Marianne

24081

201 Carroll Rd,
Kelso

Knotweed

7-29-14 Request to Control;
8-25-14 Notice of Violation

Ballard, Jeremy & Amber WE0701005

1615 Ostrander Rd,
Kelso

Canada thistle

6-27-14 Request to Control;
7-30-14 Notice of Violation

Bender, A. Bradley

WJ1807006

1250 Delameter Rd,
Castle Rock

Tansy ragwort,
Canada thistle

7-22-14 Request to Control;
8-16-14 Notice of Violation

Bicoastal Longview LLC

WI1705003

996 Lone Oak Rd,
Longview

Canada thistle

7-21-14 Request to Control;
8-6-14 Notice of Violation

Chadwick, Sandy J. &
Keith

WJ1521021

159 Camelot Dr.
Castle Rock

Yellow archangel

5-7-14 Request to Control;
5-22-14 Notice of Violation

CML-Wash One LLC/
Rialto Capital Advisors
LLC

628290900;
62829;
628290801;
628290800;
628290802

1200 block of West
Side Hwy, Kelso

Scotch broom,
Common tansy,
Black berry

4-1-14 Request to Control;
6-19-14 Notice of Violation

Darrah Trust, Vernon &
Jacqueline

WI2411019

2029 Mt Brynion Rd,
Kelso

Canada thistle

7-1-14 Request to Control;
7-17-14 Notice of Violation

Dickinson, William E. & 601620202
Laurel A.

108 Catherine Dr.
Woodland

Tansy ragwort

7-17-14 Notice of Violation

Divine, Joel B. Etux

WI3520067

1931 Alma Dr, Kelso

Knotweed

8-17-14 Notice of Violation

Doble, Martin E, Jr &
Susan R.

WD1708013; 190 N. Maple Hill Rd, Tansy ragwort
WD0812003 Kelso

8-7-14 Notice of Violation

Ferguson Trust Etal, Ellen M.

EA3009001

1129 S. Pekin Rd,
Woodland

Canada thistle

6-19-14 Request to Control;
6-24-14 Notice of Violation

Ferguson, Martha M.

WB2610001

1010 Whalen Rd,
Woodland

Canada thistle

6-9-14 Request to Control;
6-24-14 Notice of Violation

Franett Etal, Mathew

WD0707004

705 N. Maple Hill Rd, Canada thistle
Kelso

8-8-14 Notice of Violation

Goff, Judith A.

EF1407008

3690 Toutle Rd S,
Toutle

Tansy ragwort

5-7-14 Request to Control;
5-22-14 Notice of Violation

Wallace, Graham

WD2009002

116 Shady Ln, Kelso

Knotweed

8-7-14 Notice of Violation

Hall, Michael R. &
Teralyn K.

WD3010008

326 Mt. Pleasant Rd,
Kelso

Tansy ragwort,
Canada thistle

8-15-14 Notice of Violation

Heater, Richard R.

WD2909003

231 Primerose Rd,
Kelso

Knotweed

7-29-14 Request to Control;
8-14-14 Notice of Violation

Land Owner

Parcel No.

Situs Address

Noxious Weed

Notices

Herron, Russell

WI1821072

4612 Pacific Way,
Longview

Knotweed

8-8-14 Request to Control;
9-10-14 Notice of Violation

Holt Ditressed Property
Fund

508060100;
50706;
508070100

Insel Rd, Woodland

Meadow
knapweed

4-29-14 Request to Control;
5-21-14 Notice of Violation

Homer, Justen P. &
Jennifer

308970100; 121 Noble Ridge Dr, Kelso knotweed
WD1901011

8-7-14 Notice of Violation

Kelso Hilander Group
LLC

23923

1601 Allen St, Kelso

Canada thistle;
Tansy ragwort

7-29-14 Notice of Violation

Kenney, Leslie M.

WB0203006

120 Burke Rd. N,
Woodland

Knotweed

7-29-14 Request to Control;
8-14-14 Notice of Violation

Lindell, Jason L. &
Sommer

WC1006002 2306 China Garden Rd,
Kalama

Meadow
knapweed

5-2-14 Request to Control;
5-21-14 Notice of Violation

McGhee, Jerry & Marilyn WI2515011

2778 Allen St, Kelso

Tansy ragwort,
Canada thistle

7-17-14 Notice of Violation

Matkowski, Kenneth J.
Etal

625060113

140 Alta Vista Rd,
Longview

Knotweed,
Canada thistle

5-22-14 Request to Control;
6-13-14 Notice of Violation

Maynard, Glen N.

62792013

144 Big Sky Rd, Woodland Tansy ragwort

7-17-14 Notice of Violation

Options 360 Pregnancy
Clinic

SB1201016;
WB1201017

6600 block of Green Mt.
Rd, Woodland

Knotweed,
Butterfly bush

7-30-14 Request to Control;
8-14-14 Notice of Violation

Ortwein Etal, Gerald E.

WD3204001 526 Modrow Rd, Kalama

Knotweed

7-29-14 Request to Control;
8-14-14 Notice of Violation

PLG Fund LLC, Prk
Funding Services Inc.

628362030

200 block Shoreview Dr,
Kelso

Canada thistle

8-11-14 Notice of Violation

Polehn Etal, Neal Scott

WF0803006

212 Cranberry Rd, Castle
Rock

Canada thistle

6-10-14 Request to Control;
7-17-14 Notice of Violation

Potter, Kacey c.

WD0716006 399 N. Maple Hill Rd,
Kelso

Canada thistle

8-8-14 Notice of Violation

Poulson, Matt O. &
Meegan C.

6054003

127 Vista Dr, Woodland

Tansy ragwort

7-17-14 Request to Control;
7-21-14 Notice of Violation

1933 Alma Dr, Kelso

Knotweed

8-7-14 Notice of Violation

Tansy ragwort

8-7-14 Notice of Violation

Pundt, Bernard & Sandra WI3520068
Rosbach, Gregory &
Teresa

WD0704005 735 N. Maple Hill Rd,
Kelso

Land Owner

Parcel No.

Situs Address

Noxious Weed

Notices

Scharmer, Brian

06795021

2450 Parker Hill Dr,
Longview

Orange hawkweed

4-21-14 Request to Control;
5-14-14 Notice of Violation

Schrader, Dean &
Barbara

WC2811008

227 Dupont Dr, Kalama

Poison hemlock

4-4-14 Request to Control;
5-14-14 Notice of Violation

Simonson, Seth & Julina

WB1406006

219 Robinson Rd,
Woodland

Tansy ragwort

7-29-14 Notice of Violation

Smith, Larry & Vicki

WD2009007

152 Shady Ln, Kelso

Knotweed

8-7-14 Notice of Violation

Smith, Pamela

6258102;
62595

607 Bunker Hill Rd,
Longview

Knotweed, Yellow 4-25-14 Request to Control;
archangel
5-14-14 Notice of Violation

Stark, Jorga A.

60540008

142 Vista Dr, Woodland

Tansy ragwort;
Canada thistle

6-9-14 Request to Control;
6-24-14 Notice of Violation

Sutherland, Jimmy S.

WD19007001 750 Fishpond Rd, Kelso

Knotweed

8-7-14 Notice of Violation

Swart Etux, Steven

WD0704006

411 N. Maple Hill Rd,
Kelso

Canada thistle

8-7-14 Notice of Violation

Twin City Investment
LLC

WD2113003

2150 Mt. Pleasant Rd,
Kelso

Knotweed, Canada 7-29-14 Request to Control;
thistle, Tansy
8-15-14 Notice of Violation
ragwort

Wakefield Family LLC

WL2410013

4603 Ocean Beach Hwy,
Longview

Canada thistle,
Common tansy,
Blackberry

5-7-14 Request to Control;
5-22-14 Notice of Violation

Westling, Warren &
Judy

WI3520066

1929 Alma Dr, Kelso

Knotweed

8-7-14 Notice of Violation

Wines, Charles & Sarita

23498

River Rd S, Kelso

Knotweed

8-7-14 Notice of Violation

Wise, Pattie

60540010

178 Vista Dr, Kelso

Tansy ragwort

7-17-14 Notice of Violation

Leweelen, Pamala

62582

Bunker Hill Rd,
Longview

Tansy ragwort

7-16-14 Request to Control;
8-11-14 Notice of Violation

McPherson, Allen

6016101

1148 S Pekin Rd,
Woodland

Tansy ragwort,
Canada thistle

7-17-14 Notice of Violation

Hight Trust, Jess D. &
Vickie

WD2008006

Fishpond Rd and Shady
Ln, Kelso

Tansy ragwort &
Knotweed

8-7-14 Notice of Violation

History of the Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Control Board
RESOLUTION NO. 3538
March 26th, 1974—Establishment of the Cowlitz County Weed Control Board, Weed Districts and
appointment of the first Board of Directors.
RESOLUTON NO. 98-109
July, 13, 1998—Re-establishment of the five Noxious Weed Districts boundaries.
RESOLUTION NO. 07-017
January 30, 2007—Establish the noxious weed control assessment at $3.16 per parcel.
RESOLUTION NO. 09-211
Noxious Weed Control (new) Annual Assessment of $3.32 per parcel.
RESOLUTION NO. 13-052
May 28, 2013—Establishing New Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Control Board District Boundaries.
RESOLUTION NO. 13-076
August 6, 2013—Adopting and Amending Attachments A-1 and B-1 to Resolution No. 13-052,
describing Noxious Weed Control Board District Boundaries.
December 17, 2013—Certifying of the 2014 Cowlitz County Weed Control Board Budget and
Assessment of $3.32 for non-forest lands and $0.08 per acre; $0.33 for Forest land and $0.008 per acre.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-018
February 18, 2014—Repeal, Revise and Amend portions of Chapter 6.20 of the Cowlitz County Code
regarding Noxious Weed Assessments and Liens.

Protecting lands within Cowlitz County from the degrading
impacts of invasive and noxious weed species .
http://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/noxiousweeds/

