
Accessible Communities Advisory Committee Meeting  

April 1, 2025 – Meeting Minutes 

Attendees: In Person: 

Rashelle Douglas – City of Longview 

Carolyn Fundingsland – Auditors Office 

MaryAlice Wallis – City Of Longview 

Doreen Daggett – River Cities Transit 

Louise Brown – Cowlitz Community Network 

Hayley Johnson - Cowlitz County Auditor’s Office, Elections 

Kaity Specht - Cowlitz County Auditor’s Office, Elections 

Makenna Kuljis - Cowlitz County Auditor’s Office, Elections 

JoAnne Everhart – ASL Interpreter 

Via Zoom: 

Tanya English – Peace NW Presenter 

Theresa Van Pelt – Peace NW & Co-Presenter 

Mary DeGraaf – Longview Public Schools 

Nicci / Amanda – Wahkiakum County Elections 

Jim Tucker – Kelso Developmental Disabilities Administration  

Sue Saxton – Cowlitz County Developmental Disabilities Programs 

Jacob Cole – Longview Public Library 

James N  

Megan Wirtz – Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments 

 

 

 



  

   

   
 

 

 

  
 

  

   

   

  
  

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

  

 

  

  
  

Hayley Johnson  –  Introductions

Tanya English and  Theresa Van Pelt  –  Presenter for PEACE NW

PEACE NW serves individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD), their 
families, and others in  Clark,  Skamania, Klickitat  and  Spokane  counties.  Their  mission is to
support people in achieving greater independence and inclusion within their communities.

They  offer guidance in areas such as education, housing, and employment, working closely
with schools, government agencies, nonprofits, and community members to ensure
access to the resources they need.

Through  their  services,  they  advocate for a more inclusive society where people of all 
abilities can live fulfilling lives.

https://www.peacenw.org/

PPT  –  Attached  at the end of the minutes.

Kaity  Specht  –  Elections Information

Filing week is coming up and will be held the first week in May. From May 5th-  May 9th  from 8 
a.m.  -  5 p.m. candidates can file either in person at the Elections Office or online.

On July 18th  the ballots for the Primary will be mailed and the Accessible Voting Unit will be 
available to use in the Elections Office.  The date of the Primary will be on August 5th.

On October 17th  the ballots for the General will be mailed and the Accessible Voting Unit 
will be available to use in the Elections Office.  The date of the General Election will be on 
November 4th.

Doreen Daggett  –  River Cities Transit

It is free for children aged 12  –  18 to get a Youth  Pass to ride River Cities Transit. Under the 
age of 12, must be accompanied by a guardian.

There is work going toward getting braille signs put up at the transit stops  still.

Education efforts to teach youths how to ride the bus, and encourage public transit use to 
reduce emissions.

Rashelle Douglas  –  City of Longview

There is a summit happening in Seattle May 6  –  7, 9 am  –  3 pm. It is a free 2-day summit on 
inclusive disaster preparedness.  Flyer can be found at the end of the minutes.

https://www.peacenw.org/
https://www.peacenw.org/klickitat-skamania
https://www.peacenw.org/spokane
https://www.peacenw.org/


 

  

   
  

 
 

  

    
 

  

 

  
 

 

  

 
 

  

 

  

  

 
 

  

Also discussed further on the emergency preparedness for  persons with disabilities.  Flyer 
can be found at the end of the minutes.

Louise Brown  –  Cowlitz Community Network

Putting on an event  April 5th  11 am  –  3 pm to celebrate children, families, and the 
community at Youth and Family Link.  Goodie bags are available and have 18 items inside.
Flyer is available at the end of the minutes.  Find a flyer about this event at the end of the 
meeting minutes.

Jim Tucker  –  Kelso Developmental Disabilities Administration

Added on  4  more people to their team  in 2024  and are expanding  their team. Still a solid 
focus on assisting individuals with disabilities.

Jacob Cole  –  Longview Public Library

Their mobile library is going on through April where they will be visiting several schools in 
Cowlitz County.

There is also a local author festival May 17th  from 10 am  –  4 pm. 60 local adult, YA, and 
children’s authors will have book sales and signings.  Find a flyer about this at the end of the
meeting minutes.

Mary DeGraaf  –  Longview Public Schools

Move to get more graduating seniors involved in community efforts and support.  Looking to 
get in contact with more members in our community to make that happen.

Megan Wirtz  –  Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments

They  can help individuals find public transportation in Lewis, Pacific, Grays Harbor, Cowlitz 
and Wahkiakum Counties. They can call  at  (360) 577-3041, email mwirtz@cwcog.org or use
our Trip Planner on our website: https://mobility.cwcog.org/ The Provider Directory holds 
information for over 50 different transportation services and providers serving Southwest 
Washington.  They  can train staff on public transportation as well.

Sue Saxton  –  Cowlitz County  Developmental Disabilities Programs

April 25 9 am  –  3 pm Together We Can conference happening at the Cowlitz County Expo 
Center.  It  is a free conference that features presenters for individuals experiencing 
developmental disabilities, families and support professionals, complimentary lunch, a 
resource fair and an opportunity to connect with others and learn about community 
resources.  Find a flyer about this event at the end of the meeting minutes.



https://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/FormCenter/HealthHuman-Services-17/Together-We-Can-
2025-Award-of-Excellence-422 

Together we can 2025 Award of Excellence Nomination Form. All nominees will be notified 
to attend the conference and award ceremony. Nominations open. 

Hayley Johnson – Closing Statement 

ACAC plan for 2025 will be sent out prior to the September 2025 meeting. 

https://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/FormCenter/HealthHuman-Services-17/Together-We-Can-2025-Award-of-Excellence-422
https://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/FormCenter/HealthHuman-Services-17/Together-We-Can-2025-Award-of-Excellence-422




















WHAT WE DO
PEACE NW stands with individuals with
Intellectual/Developmental disabilities and their
families throughout the lifespan, providing free
support, resources, and guidance through
different stages and needs. 

We empower individuals by connecting them
with the right systems, connecting them to
community support and resources, and
highlighting the collective efforts that create a
more inclusive and supportive environment.
PEACE NW believes the answer is yes and the
question is how.



Advocacy 
Legislative Action 
Candidates Forum on Disabilities 
Advocacy Days in Olympia 
Partnerships and Collaboration with other
Organizations
Advisory Committees 
Outreach 

Cafe con PEACE NW 
Filling the Gaps in Transition stages 
Trainings for Parents, Individuals and Professionals
(Monthly trainings, Lunch and Learn series) 
Monthly Newsletter 
Resource Navigation 
Systems Navigation 

CLARK COUNTY PARENT COALITION 



PARENT 2 PARENT

Support for parents of children with special
needs.
Information and referrals to community
resources.
Trained Helping Parents whose parenting
experience match others as closely as
possible.
Training for parents who would like to
become Volunteer Helping Parents.
Social and recreational events.
Current information on community
resources.
Public awareness and outreach to the
community regarding individuals with special
needs and/or disabilities.

 

Clark, Skamania, Klickitat



INFORMING FAMILIES 
Informing Families is a resource provided by the
Washington State Developmental Disabilities Council, in
partnership with the Developmental Disabilities
Administration. Offering trusted news and information to
individuals and families that empowers them to be active
participants in planning and building a network of support
and opportunities.



INDEPENDENCE AND
HOUSING EXPLORATION 

Building Independence 
Dating Series 
Independence Coordination 
Housing Options 
People First of SWWA 
Systems and Resource Navigation





360-823-2247

info@peacenw.org

www.peacenw.org



THANK YOU


