














SECTION 1A VOTER QUALIFICATIONS FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. [Re­
pealed by AMENDMENT 105, 2011 Senate Joint Resolution No. 8205, p 
4281. Approved November 8, 2011.]

Original text — Art. 6 Section 1A VOTER QUALIFICATIONS FOR PRES­
IDENTIAL ELECTIONS — In consideration of those citizens of the United 
States who become residents of the state of Washington during the year 
of a presidential election with the intention of making this state 
their permanent residence, this section is for the purpose of author­
izing such persons who can meet all qualifications for voting as set 
forth in section 1 of this article, except for residence, to vote for 
presidential electors or for the office of President and Vice-Presi­
dent of the United States, as the case may be, but no other: Provided, 
That such persons have resided in the state at least sixty days imme­
diately preceding the presidential election concerned.

The legislature shall establish the time, manner and place for 
such persons to cast such presidential ballots.

SECTION 2 SCHOOL ELECTIONS — FRANCHISE, HOW EXTENDED. [This sec­
tion stricken by AMENDMENT 5, see Art. 6 Section 1.]

Original text — Art. 6 Section 2 SCHOOL ELECTIONS — FRANCHISE, 
HOW EXTENDED — The legislature may provide that there shall be no de­
nial of the elective franchise at any school election on account of 
sex.

SECTION 3 WHO DISQUALIFIED. All persons convicted of infamous 
crime unless restored to their civil rights and all persons while they 
are judicially declared mentally incompetent are excluded from the 
elective franchise. [AMENDMENT 83, 1988 House Joint Resolution No. 
4231, p 1553. Approved November 8, 1988.]

Original text — Art. 6 Section 3 WHO DISQUALIFIED — All idiots, 
insane persons, and persons convicted of infamous crime unless re­
stored to their civil rights are excluded from the elective franchise.

SECTION 4 RESIDENCE, CONTINGENCIES AFFECTING. For the purpose of 
voting and eligibility to office no person shall be deemed to have 
gained a residence by reason of his presence or lost it by reason of 
his absence, while in the civil or military service of the state or of 
the United States, nor while a student at any institution of learning, 
nor while kept at public expense at any poor-house or other asylum, 
nor while confined in public prison, nor while engaged in the naviga­
tion of the waters of this state or of the United States, or of the 
high seas.

SECTION 5 VOTER — WHEN PRIVILEGED FROM ARREST. Voters shall in 
all cases except treason, felony, and breach of the peace be privi­
leged from arrest during their attendance at elections and in going 
to, and returning therefrom. No elector shall be required to do mili­
tary duty on the day of any election except in time of war or public 
danger.
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RCW RCW 29A.04.15129A.04.151

Residence.Residence.
"Residence" for the purpose of registering and voting means a person's permanent address"Residence" for the purpose of registering and voting means a person's permanent address

where he or she physically resides and maintains his or her abode. However, no person gains residencewhere he or she physically resides and maintains his or her abode. However, no person gains residence
by reason of his or her presence or loses his or her residence by reason of his or her absence:by reason of his or her presence or loses his or her residence by reason of his or her absence:

(1) While employed in the civil or military service of the state or of the United States;(1) While employed in the civil or military service of the state or of the United States;
(2) While engaged in the navigation of the waters of this state or the United States or the high(2) While engaged in the navigation of the waters of this state or the United States or the high

seas;seas;
(3) While a student at any institution of learning;(3) While a student at any institution of learning;
(4) While confined in any public prison.(4) While confined in any public prison.
Absence from the state on business shall not affect the question of residence of any personAbsence from the state on business shall not affect the question of residence of any person

unless the right to vote has been claimed or exercised elsewhere.unless the right to vote has been claimed or exercised elsewhere.

[ [ 2003 c 111 § 1262003 c 111 § 126; ; 1971 ex.s. c 178 § 11971 ex.s. c 178 § 1; ; 1965 c 9 § 29.01.1401965 c 9 § 29.01.140. Prior: . Prior: 1955 c 181 § 11955 c 181 § 1; prior: (i) Code; prior: (i) Code
1881 § 3051; 1881 § 3051; 1865 p 25 § 21865 p 25 § 2; RRS § 5110. (ii) Code 1881 § 3053; ; RRS § 5110. (ii) Code 1881 § 3053; 1866 p 8 § 111866 p 8 § 11; ; 1865 p 25 § 41865 p 25 § 4; RRS §; RRS §
5111. Formerly RCW 5111. Formerly RCW 29.01.14029.01.140.].]

NOTES:NOTES:

Residence, contingencies affecting: State Constitution Art. 6 § 4.Residence, contingencies affecting: State Constitution Art. 6 § 4.
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RCW RCW 29A.08.11229A.08.112

Voters without traditional residential addresses.Voters without traditional residential addresses.
(1) No person registering to vote, who meets all the qualifications of a registered voter in the state(1) No person registering to vote, who meets all the qualifications of a registered voter in the state

of Washington, shall be disqualified because he or she lacks a traditional residential address. A voterof Washington, shall be disqualified because he or she lacks a traditional residential address. A voter
who lacks a traditional residential address will be registered and assigned to a precinct based on thewho lacks a traditional residential address will be registered and assigned to a precinct based on the
location provided.location provided.

(2) For the purposes of this section, a voter who resides in a shelter, park, motor home, marina,(2) For the purposes of this section, a voter who resides in a shelter, park, motor home, marina,
unmarked home, or other identifiable location that the voter deems to be his or her residence lacks aunmarked home, or other identifiable location that the voter deems to be his or her residence lacks a
traditional address. A voter who registers under this section must provide a valid mailing address, andtraditional address. A voter who registers under this section must provide a valid mailing address, and
must still meet the requirement in Article VI, section 1 of the state Constitution that he or she live in themust still meet the requirement in Article VI, section 1 of the state Constitution that he or she live in the
area for at least thirty days before the election.area for at least thirty days before the election.

(3) A nontraditional residential address may be used when a voter resides on an Indian(3) A nontraditional residential address may be used when a voter resides on an Indian
reservation or on Indian lands.reservation or on Indian lands.

(4) A federally recognized tribe may designate one or more tribal government buildings to serve(4) A federally recognized tribe may designate one or more tribal government buildings to serve
as a residential address or mailing address or both for voters living on an Indian reservation or on Indianas a residential address or mailing address or both for voters living on an Indian reservation or on Indian
lands. However, a voter may not use a tribally designated building as the voter's residential address if thelands. However, a voter may not use a tribally designated building as the voter's residential address if the
building is in a different precinct than where the voter lives.building is in a different precinct than where the voter lives.

(5) A person who has a traditional residential address and does not reside on an Indian(5) A person who has a traditional residential address and does not reside on an Indian
reservation or on Indian lands must use that address for voter registration purposes and is not eligible toreservation or on Indian lands must use that address for voter registration purposes and is not eligible to
register under this section.register under this section.

[ [ 2019 c 6 § 22019 c 6 § 2; ; 2006 c 320 § 32006 c 320 § 3; ; 2005 c 246 § 62005 c 246 § 6.].]

NOTES:NOTES:

Effective dateEffective date——2005 c 246:2005 c 246: See note following RCW  See note following RCW 10.64.14010.64.140..
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RCW RCW 29A.08.71029A.08.710

Originals and automated filesOriginals and automated files——Public disclosure.Public disclosure.
(1) The county auditor shall have custody of the original voter registration records and voter(1) The county auditor shall have custody of the original voter registration records and voter

registration sign up records for each county. The original voter registration form must be filed withoutregistration sign up records for each county. The original voter registration form must be filed without
regard to precinct and is considered confidential and unavailable for public inspection and copying. Anregard to precinct and is considered confidential and unavailable for public inspection and copying. An
automated file of all registered voters must be maintained pursuant to RCW automated file of all registered voters must be maintained pursuant to RCW 29A.08.12529A.08.125. An auditor may. An auditor may
maintain the automated file in lieu of filing or maintaining the original voter registration forms if themaintain the automated file in lieu of filing or maintaining the original voter registration forms if the
automated file includes all of the information from the original voter registration forms including, but notautomated file includes all of the information from the original voter registration forms including, but not
limited to, a retrievable facsimile of each voter's signature.limited to, a retrievable facsimile of each voter's signature.

(2)(a) The following information contained in voter registration records or files regarding a voter or(2)(a) The following information contained in voter registration records or files regarding a voter or
a group of voters is available for public inspection and copying, except as provided in RCW a group of voters is available for public inspection and copying, except as provided in RCW 40.24.06040.24.060
and (b) of this subsection: The voter's name, address, political jurisdiction, gender, year of birth, votingand (b) of this subsection: The voter's name, address, political jurisdiction, gender, year of birth, voting
record, date of registration, and registration number. No other information from voter registration recordsrecord, date of registration, and registration number. No other information from voter registration records
or files is available for public inspection or copying.or files is available for public inspection or copying.

(b) Disclosure of information on individuals under the age of 18 is subject to RCW (b) Disclosure of information on individuals under the age of 18 is subject to RCW 29A.08.72529A.08.725..

[ [ 2023 c 466 § 272023 c 466 § 27; ; 2023 c 361 § 72023 c 361 § 7; ; 2018 c 109 § 102018 c 109 § 10; ; 2005 c 246 § 172005 c 246 § 17; ; 2004 c 267 § 1332004 c 267 § 133; ; 2003 c 111 §2003 c 111 §
246246; ; 1994 c 57 § 171994 c 57 § 17; ; 1991 c 81 § 211991 c 81 § 21; ; 1971 ex.s. c 202 § 171971 ex.s. c 202 § 17; ; 1965 c 9 § 29.07.1301965 c 9 § 29.07.130. Prior: 1933 c 1 § 13,. Prior: 1933 c 1 § 13,
part; RRS § 5114-13, part. Formerly RCW part; RRS § 5114-13, part. Formerly RCW 29.07.13029.07.130.].]

NOTES:NOTES:

Reviser's note:Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2023 c 361 § 7 and by 2023 c 466 § 27, each This section was amended by 2023 c 361 § 7 and by 2023 c 466 § 27, each
without reference to the other. Both amendments are incorporated in the publication of this section underwithout reference to the other. Both amendments are incorporated in the publication of this section under
RCW RCW 1.12.0251.12.025(2). For rule of construction, see RCW (2). For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.0251.12.025(1).(1).

FindingsFindings——IntentIntent——Effective dateEffective date——2018 c 109:2018 c 109: See notes following RCW  See notes following RCW 29A.08.17029A.08.170..

Effective dateEffective date——2005 c 246:2005 c 246: See note following RCW  See note following RCW 10.64.14010.64.140..

Effective datesEffective dates——2004 c 267:2004 c 267: See note following RCW  See note following RCW 29A.08.01029A.08.010..

SeverabilitySeverability——1994 c 57:1994 c 57: See note following RCW  See note following RCW 29A.16.04029A.16.040..

Effective dateEffective date——1991 c 81:1991 c 81: See note following RCW  See note following RCW 29A.84.54029A.84.540..
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