
Legal Lot Determination  
 

 

Description 
 

Lot Identification, commonly called a Legal Lot Determination, is a required component of review of all 
development permit activity. This process determines whether a lot was legally created, and therefore eligible 
for permit review. State law and County code prohibit issuing permits on illegally created lots.  

 

The Legal Lot Determination ensures that a parcel of land was consistent with the laws and codes related to 
subdivision, minimum lot size and dimensional requirements that were in place at the time the parcel was 
created. A parcel that met the requirements in place at the time it was created, and that hasn’t changed since, 
will remain a legal lot. 

 

Review Process 
 

Cowlitz County Code Section 18.02.040 requires all development permits include a review of legal lot status. 
This requires a varying level of review depending on how and when the lot was created, and if any 
modifications have been made to it since that time.  

If a lot was created through a formal subdivision or short subdivision and has not changed in size or 
configuration since that time, the review process is simple.  

For other lots, the review process is more complex and requires review of deed history. The County adopted 
subdivision regulations for lots 5-acres and less on February 6, 1976. Then, on April 20, 1998, the County 
adopted subdivision regulations for lots 10-acres and less. Depending on the size of your parcel, you will 
need to document that it was lawfully created prior to the applicable date.   

 

How to Research Legal Lot Status 

The County Auditor’s Office maintains records of all recorded sales and transfers, which are available to the   

 public for review. Title companies can also assemble documentation of all transactions associated with the  

 property, likely for a small fee. Department of Building and Planning staff can answer questions and help  

 navigate the resources needed to document legal lot status. However, our office does not maintain records of   

 sales and transfers.   

 
Fees 

 

If your lot was created through a formal subdivision or short subdivision, and has not changed in size or 
configuration since it was created, there is no fee for this review.  If legal lot status has been previously 
established and size or configuration have not changed since, there is also no fee for this review. 

  

  The following fees are required to be paid when the application is submitted:  

Legal Lot Determination:  $360  



PLANNING CLEARANCE Legal Lot Determination 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Submittal Checklist 
The following items are required at time of submittal; please use this checklist as a guide. Please note 
that we cannot accept incomplete applications. 

 
    1. Project Information Form 

o Form completed and signed by the owner or applicant 
 

    2. Deed History 

o Copies of all deeds or real estate contracts since 1975. 

o Prior segregation requests. 

o Prior recorded surveys. 

o Other information that demonstrates legal lot status 

 

   3. Legal Description 

o Full and complete legal description of the property – this may be on the latest deed or 
can be obtained from a title company or surveyor. 

 

   4. Additional Information, if applicable 

o As identified by the Department of Building and Planning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

                 
                     

                 

       

       

                

         

       

Cowlitz  County  Building  &  Planning  Department * 207  N  Fourth  Avenue  Kelso,  WA,  98626  *  Phone:  (360)  577-3052  -  FAX: (360)  414-5550
Open  Monday  -  Thursday  7:00  am  -5:30  pm
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