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Foeniculum vulgare 

Common Fennel 

Sweet Fennel, Bronze Fennel, Sweet Anise, 

Anise 

Family: Apiaceae 

Origins: Native to Northern Africa, Asia, 

and Europe, it was first introduced to the 

United States for culinary, gardening, and 

medicinal purposes. 

Range: Widespread throughout much of the 

United States. In Washington, Oregon, and 

California, infestations are more dense west 

of the Cascades. 

Habitat: Common Fennel typically grows 

along roadsides, streamsides, in pastures, 

prairies, coastal bluffs, disturbed areas, and 

wetland areas.  

Impact: Once Common Fennel escapes cultivation, it quickly establishes dense 

infestations that crowd out native plants critical to wildlife habitat and pose a 

threat to native grasslands. It is difficult to control due to its competitive abilities 

and persistent seed bank. Common Fennel reproduces from both seed and pieces 

of the root crown. Each plant can disperse thousands of seeds in its first year; 

and increase output by a hundredfold in its second year. Seeds remain viable in 

the soil for many years.  

Description: Common Fennel is an aromatic perennial or biennial plant that can 

grow up to 10 feet tall. The upright and branched stems are smooth, hollow, and 

covered in a waxy coating, giving it a blue-ish green tinge. Mature plants have a 

large, deep taproot. Dark green or bronze leaves have an overall triangular shape 

and are many times divided into thin, featherlike leaflets. The leaf stalks are 

widened at the base. 

Flowers are small and yellow and form an umbel-shaped cluster. All parts of the plant are hairless and produce a strong 

licorice/anise smell when crushed. Flowers bloom from May to September.  

Common Look-Alikes: Mammoth Dill, Poison Hemlock, Wild Carrot. 

* Common Fennel is not known to be toxic. Look-alike Poison Hemlock is highly toxic and may lead to death if 

ingested. Take extra precaution when identifying plants in the carrot/parsley family; many possess toxic properties. 

 

Integrated Pest Management - Control Methods 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) combines various methods such as mechanical, cultural, biological, and chemical 

controls to manage pests. IPM offers the possibility of improving the efficiency of pest control while reducing its 

negative environmental impacts. For more information, see the Cowlitz County Noxious Weed's IPM Resources & 

Strategy Guide or contact your local Noxious Weed Control Board to develop a customized IPM plan. 
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This control sheet includes excerpts from the Written Findings of the Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board 

(WSNWCB), nwcb.wa.gov. Herbicide information from the PNW Weed Management Handbook (ISBN 978-1-931979-

22-1) and product labels.  

 

Non-Herbicide Control 

Mechanical 
(pulling, cutting, 

digging, etc.) 

Small infestations can be hand-pulled, but mature plants are difficult to remove because of 

the taproot. Above-ground growth can be repeatedly cut before flowering to deplete below-

ground energy reserves. This technique may need to be performed for several years to be 

successful. Cutting above-ground growth when flowers are present may promote seed 

dispersal.  

Cultural Maintaining healthy, desirable vegetation can prevent Common Fennel infestations.  

Biological 
Grazing with herbivores such as cattle or sheep may accelerate the spread of Common 

Fennel.  

 

Herbicide Control: Foliar Broadcast Treatment 

Glyphosate 
(Rodeo, Killzall, 

Kleenup, Roundup) 

Timing: Apply in spring to fully-grown leaves but prior to flowering. 

Remarks: Spray complete uniform coverage, but not to the point of runoff; add nonionic 

surfactant if not included in the formulation; dust on plants may reduce effectiveness; 

Glyphosate is nonselective, it injures or kills any vegetation it contacts; refer to the label for 

use in aquatic areas. 

Triclopyr Ester / 

Triclopyr Amine 
(Garlon 4, Remedy /  

Garlon 3A) 

Timing: Apply in spring to fully-grown leaves but prior to flowering. 

Remarks: Spray complete uniform coverage; do not drift onto sensitive crops; dust on plants 

may reduce effectiveness; do not contaminate water; refer to the label for use in aquatic 

areas. 

2,4-D Amine 
(Gordon’s Amine 

400) 

Timing: Apply in spring to fully-grown leaves but prior to flowering. 

Remarks: 2,4-D is usually not able to fully control Common Fennel, so combining with 

other products is generally recommended; re-treatment will likely be necessary; avoid drift to 

sensitive crops; do not apply near water. 

* Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Control Board does not endorse any product or brand name. Brand names are listed as an 

example only. Other commercial products may contain the listed active chemical for herbicide control. Always read and 

follow the safety protocols and rate recommendations on the herbicide label. The Label is The Law. 

 

 

 


