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Current Incident Management
Structure
 The Cowlitz County Dept. of
Health & Human Services
(DHHS) is now Incident
Command for the COVID
response
 The Emergency Management
Department (DEM) assists
DHHS with information and
logistical matters.

Current Incident Objectives
1. Provide for the safety and health of citizens and response personnel,
including preventing and reducing morbidity and mortality from
COVID-19.
2. Provide an effective and proactive public relations and information
strategy related to the COVID-19 pandemic.
3. Inform stakeholder agencies of the preventive, preparative, and
response efforts to minimize disruptions to the communities.
4. Provide for the safe receipt, storage, and distribution of COVID-19related commodities, especially vaccine and PPE.
5. Establish, maintain, and utilize surveillance to understand the current
COVID-19 situation.

KEY UPDATES


The Cowlitz County COVID-19 vaccination site will be open again at the Cowlitz County
Fairgrounds this Wednesday and Thursday, March 3 and 4. People eligible in Phase 1A or Phase
1B (Tier 1) who live or work in Cowlitz County can schedule an appointment to get vaccinated. At
last week’s vaccination clinic at the Fairgrounds 1,100 people were vaccinated.



Gov. Inslee signed House Bill 1368, which appropriates $2.2 billion in federal funding that has
been allocated to states in response to the ongoing COVID emergency. The legislation takes effect
immediately. Read press release here



Guidance update: DOH has updated the guidance for Child Care, Youth Development, and Day
Camps during the COVID-19 Outbreak. Here is a summary of changes as of February 10, 2021:
• Clarified program types include license-exempt programs operated in a manner that
complies with the child and staff co-horting and group size recommendations within this guide.
• Clarified program types not covered in this guide, including license-exempt childcare
programs where parents remain on-site for purposes other than employment and Play and
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Learn groups where parents and caregivers remain on-site.
• Adjusted language for screening questions and quarantine recommendations to align with
recent updates to related guidance.
 Gov. Inslee announced a phased plan that takes a regional approach to COVID-19 recovery. Each
region will started in Phase 1 on Jan. 11. More details about this “Healthy Washington —
Roadmap to Recovery” plan, visit the governor’s website and/or see page 4 of this Report. To
progress from Phase 1 to Phase 2, the State Health Dept. will track the metrics for each region and
they will be updated on the States Risk Assessment Dashboard every Friday. The four determining
metrics are:
-

Decreasing trend in 2-week rate of cases per 100K population (decrease >10%)
Decreasing trend in 2-week rate of new hospital admission rates per 100K population (decrease >10%)
ICU occupancy (total — COVID-19 and non-COVID-19) of less than 90%
COVID-19 test positivity rate of <10%

COVID-19 CASES OVERVIEW
COWLITZ COUNTY
(as of 02 MAR 2020, 0900hrs)
Total Cumulative Cases
Total Test Results
Total Active Cases
Total Recovered Cases (no current data available)
Total Deaths

Change
since 23 FEB 2020
+ 92
+ 2,121
-9
N/A
+5

Total
4,248
49,990
94
N/A
54

For additional case information check the “Cowlitz COVID-19 Demographic Data” webpage

Washington State
(as of 28 FEB 2020, 1200hrs)
Total Tests
Total Confirmed Cases
Total Deaths
Current Hospitalizations

Change
since 21 FEB 2020
+ 160,104
N/A
+ 112
+ 262

Total
5,280,330
334,962
4,969
19,372

For the latest State data check the State of Washington Dept. of Health COVID-19 Dashboard
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More information and context, see:
20201214-Cowlitz-County-COVID-19-School-Data
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School Reopening Information


DOH expands school testing initiative to encourage more in-person learning. The Washington
State Department of Health (DOH) in partnership with the Washington Office of the
Superintendent for Instruction (OSPI) and Health Commons is expanding its COVID-19 testing
service for schools and adding voluntary testing options to its toolkit for school districts. This is
part of the ongoing effort to expand in person learning to more Washington students. To read
more about this, click here.



A new report furthers understanding of COVID-19 transmission in schools. On February 11, DOH
released the COVID-19 Outbreaks in Washington State K-12 Schools report. The report is yet
another tool that school districts and local health jurisdictions (LHJs) can use to inform decisions
about when and how to bring students, educators and staff back for in-person learning.



The WA Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) released a dashboard capturing
school reopening data. The dashboard will now be updated weekly, starting with data as of
1/18/21. OSPI’s dashboard can be found here.



Gov. Inslee and the Superintendent of Public Instruction announced an update in the metrics
used to inform local school district decisions for in-person learning. The update to the school
health and safety toolkit comes after recent data showed limited COVID-19 transmission in
school environments when state health and safety protocols are implemented. Read more



Lower Columbia College (LCC) information on COVID-19 and the status of campus activities, visit:
https://lowercolumbia.edu/safety/covid-19.php



Cowlitz Co. Public Health is publishing a weekly COVID-19 data report each Monday. This report
includes metrics which the state DOH and OSPI are recommending that schools use for opening
decisions -- http://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/2750/COVID-19-Data-Reports-and-Presentations
For the decisions of the individual School Districts, each district’s website should be monitored:
Longview - https://longviewschools.com/
Kelso - https://www.kelso.wednet.edu/
Woodland - https://www.woodlandschools.org/
Kalama - https://www.kalamaschools.org/
Castle Rock - https://www.crschools.org/
Toutle - https://www.toutlesd.org/

5

Cowlitz COVID-19
Department of Emergency Management

Business Assistance Information


Guidance for farmers markets, food pantries, grocery stores, restaurants, and other food
establishments has been updated. This guidance is now combined into one document for all
Food Workers and Establishments (PDF). The individual links on DOH’s Resources and
Recommendations page for farmers markets, food pantries, grocery stores, and restaurants will
soon be redirected to the Food Workers and Establishments document. For additional
requirements in this sector, please also see the governor’s COVID-19 reopening guidance for
businesses and workers site for Restaurants, Taverns, Wineries, Breweries and Distilleries, and a
new FAQ on Outdoor and Open-Air Structures. Updated guidance has also been posted by DOH
for Transient Accommodations (Hotels, Motels, B&Bs, etc.) (PDF) to include information outlined
in the governor’s Healthy Washington – Roadmap to Recovery plan.



Inslee issued new guidance for certain business activities, which must adhere to the occupancy
and operation requirements outlined for their regions' Healthy Washington phase. The new
guidance applies to: Weddings/funerals/events, Indoor entertainment, In-store retail,
Miscellaneous venues. See this page for additional industry-specific guidance (including farm &
agricultural workers, food-workers and establishments, schools, health care providers, & others).



Gov. Inslee signed SB 5061 - to provide $1.7 billion in unemployment tax relief for businesses and
increase minimum unemployment benefits for workers. See full bill information here.



The Department of Commerce has released a complete summary of their response efforts.
Breaking down the $818.6 million that has been distributed. Read the summary report here.



A team of state agencies hosts a monthly webinar series discussing information specific to
Washington small businesses. State and federal partners respond to live Q&A regarding
unemployment insurance, returning employees to the workplace, small business relief funding,
workplace safety measures, and other topics important to employers. The webinars will be held
in almost monthly until September 2021.



A monthly Spanish language webinar series presents information specific to Washington small
businesses. Topics include unemployment insurance, returning employees to work, PPP and EIDL
loans, workplace safety, face covering requirements and other topics important to employers.



The County Health & Human Services Department has developed a health-officer-approved
Employer toolkit for “Employers with COVID-19 Positive Cases or Exposures”
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Local Informational Resources


The public can now “subscribe” to our COVID-19 reports webpage.
Now when you go to that page, you’ll see a link to “Sign Up for Alerts”. Anyone can sign up to be
notified in the same way they currently sign up for our citizen advisory board calendars and our
“newsflashes” where we post media releases. When subscribing to an alert, an individual will
receive 2 emails – one confirming the subscription and another asking them to confirm their
subscriptions.



Start for Care Facilities is available on the FamHelp page of WA Dept. of Social and Health
Services’ website. The plan establishes criteria how to safely conduct visitation and prescribes
policy related to trips outside the facility, communal dining and group activities, testing and
screening, source control and PPE, and staffing. A summary is available here.

●

St John Medical Center --- Check COVID Safety information for patients or visitors. We have 30+
days of PPE on hand, testing availability remains strong, and our surge capacity is currently
solid. We do urge members of the community to get their flu shots and self-quarantine if they
have symptoms.
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Current Concerns in the Community


Insurance Commissioner Kreidler extended two emergency orders requiring health insurers to
waive copays and deductibles for any consumer requiring testing for coronavirus (COVID-19).
His order protects consumers from receiving surprise bills for lab fees related to medically
necessary diagnostic testing for COVID. Orders are extended until March 21, 2021. More.



Gov. Inslee formally issued an extension of the eviction moratorium, extending all existing
provisions and making adjustments to provide additional support for landlords and property
owners. Proclamation 20-19.5 extends state rental assistance programs to incorporate the
newly approved federal funding for rental assistance. Furthermore, the stated goal of these
rental assistance programs is modified to provide a path for landlords, property owners, and
property managers to initiate an application for rental assistance. The proclamation also clarifies
that landlords and property owners may communicate with tenants in support of their
applications for rental assistance. The eviction moratorium is extended through March 31,
2021. Read the full proclamation here.



The Dept. of Health’s website section regarding CoVid Vaccines and Vaccine Distribution has
information that is updated several times per week and aligns with the current news, briefings,
social media and the COVID hotline.

Jurisdictional Information - Websites
Cowlitz County

https://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/2660/Novel-Coronavirus-COVID-19

City of Castle Rock

https://ci.castle-rock.wa.us/index.htm

City of Kalama

https://www.cityofkalama.com/

City of Kelso

https://www.kelso.gov/news/press-release-covid-19

City of Longview

https://www.mylongview.com/633/4430/COVID-19-Response

City of Woodland

http://www.ci.woodland.wa.us/news/covid-19.php
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