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Current Incident
Management Structure
 The COVID Incident
Management Team
(IMT) is currently
downsized to a Type 4
level
 The current staffing of
the IMT includes (1)
Incident Commander,
(1) PIO, (1) Logistics &
Planning, (1) Finance,
(1) Operations w/
Public Health Staff

Cowlitz Co. COVID-19
Incident Management Team (IMT)
Incident Command
IMT.command@co.cowlitz.wa.us

Incident Name and
Mission Number
COVID-19
20-0265

Current Incident Objectives
1. Provide for the safety and health of citizens and response personnel, including
preventing and reducing morbidity and mortality from COVID-19.
2. Provide an effective and proactive public relations and information strategy
related to the COVID-19 pandemic.
3. Inform stakeholder agencies of the preventive, preparative, and response
efforts to minimize disruptions to the communities.
4. Provide for the safe receipt, storage, and distribution of COVID-19-related
commodities, especially PPE.
5. Establish, maintain, and utilize surveillance to understand the current COVID19 situation.
6. Actively manage and control costs, apportioning costs by jurisdiction.
7. Find a long-term solution and location for the PPE warehouse operation.

KEY UPDATES
 As School Districts in Cowlitz County will make their decisions about “How to start the new School
Year” they will follow the “Decision Tree” offered by the State Dept. Of Health. This Decision Tree
can be found at https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/DecisionTreeK12schools.pdf
For the decisions of the individual School Districts, each district’s website should be monitored:
Longview - https://longviewschools.com/
Kelso - https://www.kelso.wednet.edu/
Woodland - https://www.woodlandschools.org/
Kalama - https://www.kalamaschools.org/
Castle Rock - https://www.crschools.org/
Toutle - https://www.toutlesd.org/
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 On 28 July, Gov. Inslee today released additional guidance following the announcement of
updates in Washington's Safe Start phased reopening plan following the extension of the
proclamation. The memo outlines updates to gatherings, live entertainment, restaurants and
taverns, entertainment and recreational centers, card rooms, movie theaters, and weddings and
funerals and builds upon guidance released the week before. Also, the pause on counties moving
ahead in the Safe Start plan is extended indefinitely.
 On 23 July, the Governor announced “Safe Start” rollbacks to some activities --o Since 25 July, masks must also be worn in all public common spaces such as hallways and
elevators in building and shared spaces in apartment complexes and nursing homes, etc.
o Per 30 July, restaurants/taverns/bars: only household members dining indoors, no alcohol
sales after 10pm, no indoor bar service, game areas closed.
o Per 30 July, in gyms/fitness-centers only 5 people limit.
o Per 06 August, funeral and wedding ceremonies are allowed, but receptions for these are
NOT allowed. Indoor ceremonies limit 20% capacity or max. 30 people, whichever is fewer.
More detailed information:
https://medium.com/wagovernor/inslee-announces-rollbacks-to-some-activities-to-slow-covid19-exposure-19003e510127
 Based on the Governor’s changes (see above) Phase 2 and Phase 3 of Safe Start “What’s
Open” graphics have been updated.
 On July 15th, the CDC updated their COVID-19 One-Stop Shop Toolkits CDC COVID-19 Toolkit –
featuring videos, social media, PSAs, print resources, checklists, FAQs and web resources

COVID-19 CASES OVERVIEW
COWLITZ COUNTY
(as of 13 AUG 2020, 1100hrs)
Total Positive Tests
Total Negative Tests (this data currently unavailable)
Total Active Cases
Total Recovered Cases
Total Deaths
Current Hospitalizations

Change
since 10 AUG 2020
+ 11
No Report
+ 10
+0
+0
+0

Total
503
(total from 06 AUG) 11,526

243
255
5
2

For additional case information check the “Cowlitz COVID-19 Demographic Data” webpage
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Washington State
(as of 13 AUG 2020, 1100hrs)
Number of individuals tested (State data not updated)
Total Positive Tests
Total Deaths
Current Hospitalizations

Change
since 10 AUG 2020
No Report
+ 1,630
+ 36
+ 136

Total
1,010,191
64,702
1,724
6,137

(total from 06 AUG)

For the latest State data check the State of Washington Dept. of Health COVID-19 Dashboard
(Note: some of the State data may not completely agree with the locally generated data due to time delays)
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Washington State issued
Guidance and Orders
 Updated guidance for religious and faith- based services https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/COVID19%20Phase%201%20to%203%20Religi
ous%20and%20Faith%20Based%20OrganizationGuidance.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source
=govdelivery
 Clarification related to fitness guidance https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/FINAL_Fitness%20FAQs%20%288-720%29.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
 On July 31st, Gov. Inslee announced the extension of 25 proclamations through September 1st in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. These extensions were approved by the State Legislature.
Inslee extends 25 proclamations
 Gov. Inslee announced on July 31st, clarification to restaurants, taverns, breweries, wineries and
distilleries and clarification to overnight group summer camps
 Update 24 July: “Safe Start” proclamation based on Governor’s “rollback” decision of 23 July https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/SafeStartPhasedReopening.pdf?utm_medium=
email&utm_source=govdelivery
 On July 20th, State Secretary of Health John Wiesman announced that he is returning all COVID19 “Safe Start” applications from counties whose applications were put on pause including
Cowlitz County’s application to move to Phase 3. Safe Start Applications returned to Seven
Counties.
 Washington State application process for eligible counties to apply moving to a new phase – see
County status and Safe Start application process
 Washington COVID-19 Reopening Guidance for Business and Workers including Essential
Business Guidance; Phase 1 Business Activity Guidance and Phase 2 Business Activity
Guidance
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School Reopening Information


Longview Public Schools’ Reopening Stages: https://longviewschools.com/2020/08/07/schoolreopening-stages/



On August 5th, Gov. Jay Inslee announced new recommendations from the Washington State
Department of Health for resuming in-person instruction in public and private K-12 education
for the upcoming 2020–2021 school year.



The state Office of Financial Management (OFM) released $2.5 million in federal funds to OSPI.
In partnership with OSPI, the state’s nine regional educational service districts (ESDs), also
known as the Association of ESDs (AESD) will provide support and training with no registration
cost. These supports will help districts with platform selection, provide training for educators
and families, and will launch networks for educators to share best practices. Read more



Information about individual School Districts’ plans for starting the school year:
Longview - https://longviewschools.com/
Kelso - https://www.kelso.wednet.edu/
Woodland - https://www.woodlandschools.org/
Kalama - https://www.kalamaschools.org/
Castle Rock - https://www.crschools.org/
Toutle - https://www.toutlesd.org/

 From the CDC new science-based resources & tools for school administrators, teachers
parents, guardians, and caregivers --https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
 The state Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) has released a framework
for Washington K-12 schools to reopen this fall.
 On July 15th, the Washington State Department of Health (DOH), Public Health – Seattle & King
County (PHSKC) and Institute for Disease Modeling (IDM) released a new Paper based on
agent-based model "Covasim", to simulate specific strategies for school reopenings that
shows reopening schools without taking preventative measures may lead to a significant
increase of COVID-19 in the population.
 Coronavirus (COVID-19) Guidance & Resources - https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/pressreleases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-resources
 Parent Guide to COVID in K-12 Schools:
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/COVID19%20in%20Schools_Parent%20Guide.pdf
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Local Informational Resources
 Cowlitz Co. Public Health is publishing a weekly COVID-19 data report each Monday. This report
includes metrics which the state DOH and OSPI are recommending that schools use for opening
decisions -- http://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/2750/COVID-19-Data-Reports-and-Presentations.
 Start for Long-Term Care Facilities is available on the FamHelp page of WA Dept. of Social and
Health Services’ website. The plan establishes criteria how to safely conduct visitation and
prescribes policy related to trips outside the facility, communal dining and group activities, testing
and screening, source control and PPE, and staffing. A summary is available here.
 New COVID-19 dashboard at the Cowlitz Co. Health Dept. webpage http://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/2749/COVID-19-Daily-Data-Summary
 Child care related resources recommended by State Dept. of Children, Youth, and Families:
- Child Care Check: Find Child Care WA
- Finding Quality Child Care brochure: You Have a Choice!
- Child Care Aware of Washington: https://childcareawarewa.org/families/#whotocall
- Check eligibility for Working Connections Child Care program:
https://dcyf.wa.gov/services/earlylearning-childcare/getting-help/wccc
 Cowlitz County Novel Coronavirus -- webpage
https://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/2660/Novel-Coronavirus-COVID-19
● The Washington Employment Security Department (ESD) announced it has resolved all pending

claims including those applied for between March 8 and June 18 that had yet to receive payment
and needed ESD to take action to resolve the claims. ESD launched a new benefits data dashboard
to report information about payments, claimant population, status of claims processing and more.
The new benefits data dashboard – updated weekly - can be found on ESD’s website at
esd.wa.gov/dashboard.
● St John Medical Center --- COVID Safety information for patients or visitors
● WA state government COVID-19 Resources: one-stop-shop for families, workers and

businesses regarding COVID-19 https://coronavirus.wa.gov/
● 211 Community Resources (financial assistance, food, shelter, healthcare, transportation, etc.)

https://wa211.org/
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Business Assistance Information
 Indoor service prohibition for bars, taverns, distilleries and wineries amended ---https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/COVID19%20Phase%202%20and%203%20Resta
urant%20and%20Tavern%20Guidance.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
 Seating arrangement rules for restaurants, bars, wineries and distilleries amended -https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/Memo%20SafeStart%20Changes%207.28.pdf?u
tm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
 Indoor fitness guidance amended -https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/COVID19Phase2FitnessGuidelines.pdf?utm_me
dium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
 Outdoor group fitness https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/COVID19Phase1and2OutdoorRecreationGuidan
ce.pdf
 Outdoor youth team sports -https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/COVID19%20Phase%202%20and%203%20Sport
ing%20Activities%20Guidance.pdf
 The County Health & Human Services Department has developed a health-officer-approved
Employer toolkit for “Employers with COVID-19 Positive Cases or Exposures”
 Economic impact payments: What you need to know
 Employment Security Department has programs designed to help individuals and employers
 WA State Dept. of Labor & Industries COVID-19 website --- https://www.lni.wa.gov/safetyhealth/safety-topics/topics/coronavirus
 Employment Security Department (ESD) released the County unemployment rates and
employment data for June 2020. ESD also has new labor market information and tools showcasing
popular information and data.
 US Dept. of Labor / OSHA – FAQs: Frequently Asked Questions of businesses related to operating
under COVID-19 conditions --- https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/covid-19-faq.html
 Centers of Disease Control (CDC): General Business Frequently Asked Questions --https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/general-business-faq.html
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Current Concerns in the Community


Gov. Jay Inslee issued a proclamation related to the state's contact tracing efforts and personal
information protection. Proclamation 20-64 exempts personally identifiable information
collected by COVID-19 case investigators from public disclosure. It is hoped that this provides
people more confidence when communicating with contact tracers.



The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) launched the Community RecoveryOriented Needs Assessment, or the CORONA survey. In order to appropriately and equitably
inform recovery plans at the state and local levels DOH is requesting residents from across
Washington to go to the Survey website and complete the survey. (To take the survey by phone,
call 855-530-5787—interpreters are available to assist.) The survey is voluntary and confidential.

●

Face Masks or Cloth Face Coverings?
Washington State's official COVID-19 site --- https://coronavirus.wa.gov/information-for/youand-your-family/face-masks-or-cloth-face-covering

●

“Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)” about Cloth Face Coverings and Masks
Washington State's Dept. of Health website --https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/NovelCoronavirusOutbreak2020COVID19/Resourcesand
Recommendations/ClothFaceCoveringsandMasks/ClothFaceCoveringsandMasksFAQ

●

Are we finding more cases because we are doing more testing?
Are Cowlitz County Public Health’s increased case counts the result of increased testing as
opposed to a true increase in disease transmission in the community? When analyzing the
County’s test and case data from mid-May to mid-June it was found that during that time
period, testing increased by only 7% while cases increased thirteen-fold. The primary driver of
our increase in cases from mid-May to mid-June was the fact that more of our tests were
positive, not because we were doing more testing. Please contact
Askcowlitzhealth@co.cowlitz.wa.us with any questions or comments
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Jurisdictional Information - Websites
Cowlitz County

https://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/2673/Cowlitz-COVID-19-IMT

City of Castle Rock

https://ci.castle-rock.wa.us/index.htm

City of Kalama

https://www.cityofkalama.com/

City of Kelso

https://www.kelso.gov/news/press-release-covid-19

City of Longview

https://www.mylongview.com/633/4430/COVID-19-Response

City of Woodland

http://www.ci.woodland.wa.us/news/covid-19.php
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