
Records Available in the 
office of the County 

Surveyor, AKA County 
Engineer, AKA County 

Road Engineer
General in nature with specific examples from Cowlitz County, WA 



Road Files



PetitionNotice



BondPetition



Viewer’s Report Surveyor’s Report



Establishment Waiver

Claim for 
Damages



ROW RESEARCH MEMOS AND SKETCHES



PHOTOS

1958 – Collapse of old Modrow Road Wood Bridge.  Note that there is 
a logging truck under the bridge – see logs near center of the photo.



AERIALS

1955 – S11 T7N R2W WM

1948 – Horseshoe Lake



Field Notes



Field Notes and Coordinate Books



Road Plan-1924



Surveyor’s Record Book



Filed Surveys

UNRECORDED HANGING FILES

ROW STRIP MAPS



Filed Private Surveys



Diking Surveys 
and Inventories



Davolt Private Records – 1930s – 1980s



FM Lane Surveys 1885-1933



AE Schulz Private Records 1940s-1950s



WSDOT 
Field 

Books

1934-
1980s



RCW 36.80.050
Highway plat record.

He or she shall ensure that a highway plat 
record is kept and is publicly accessible, in 
which he or she shall have accurately platted 
all public roads and highways established by 
the board.

[ 2016 c 19 § 6; 2009 c 549 § 4134; 1963 c 4 §
36.80.050. Prior: 1907 c 160 § 2; RRS § 4149.]

CURRENT LAW



Inventory Maps (aka Plat Books or Road Books)



Road Inventory Maps

Original Cowlitz County “Plat 
Book” 1870’s – 1910’s



Inventory Maps

The original “Plat Book” 
in the County Engineer’s 
Office appears to have 
been shared with (or was 
at) the auditor’s office at 
some point, and contains 
several documents 
signed and stamped by 
the auditor.



Reference in Original “Plat Book” to “Road Book”



Road Inventory Maps

Cowlitz County 
“Road Book” 
1920’s – 1940’s



Road Inventory Maps

Cowlitz County 
“Road Book” 
1946ish – 1960’s



Road Inventory and General Road Maps



Other Sources of 
Survey Research and 

Information



County Commissioners’ Journals



Assessor’s Office STR Books (Deed Index) 



Auditor’s Road Book



Cowlitz County 
Historical Museum



Timber Company Records


