
Contact us to report noxious weeds or to 
learn more about controlling noxious 

weeds in Cowlitz County: 

 
Cowlitz County Noxious  

Weed Control Board  
207 Fourth Avenue N.  

Admin Annex Bldg, 1st Floor  

Kelso, WA 98626 

360-577-3117 

Email: noxiousweeds@co.cowlitz.wa.us  

Website:  co.cowlitz.wa.us/noxiousweeds  

 
For information at the state level, contact: 

 
Washington State Noxious Weed 

Control Board  
P.O. Box 42560 

Olympia, WA 98504 -2560 

360-725-5764 

Email: noxiousweeds@agr.wa.gov  

Website: nwcb.wa.gov  

  
or: 
 

Washington State Department of 

Agriculture  
P.O. Box 42560 

Olympia, WA 98504 -2560 

360-902-1800 

Website: agr.wa.gov  

Noxious Weeds are non-native plants 
introduced to Washington State that can be 
highly destructive, competitive, and difficult to 
control once established. These plants invade 
our croplands, rangeland, forests, parks, 
landscapes, roadsides, rivers, lakes, 
wetlands, and estuaries causing both 
ecological and economical damage that 
impact us all. Noxious weeds can: 
Á Lower crop yields 
Á Reduce forage quality 
Á Destroy plant and animal habitat 
Á Displace native plants 
Á Reduce recreational opportunities (fishing, 
hunting, swimming and hiking) 
Á Clog waterways 
Á Decrease land values 
Á Increase erosion and wildfire risk 
Á Be toxic to humans and livestock 

 
RCW 17.10 , Washington Stateôs Noxious 
Weed Law, establishes all property ownersô 
responsibility for helping to prevent and 
control the spread of noxious weeds. Since 
plants grow without regard to property lines or 
political jurisdictions, everyoneôs cooperation 
is needed ï city gardeners, farmers, 
government agencies, foresters, ranchers, 
and all other landowners have a role to play. 
Washingtonôs weed laws spell out these 
responsibilities and create the government 
infrastructure needed to educate citizens and 
ensure that the laws are respected. In 
accordance with RCW 17.10 Cowlitz County 
activated our Noxious Weed Control Board in 
1974. 

Noxious Weed Classification  

The Washington State Noxious Weed Control 
Board adopts a State Noxious Weed List each 
year (WAC 16-750) to help protect our local 
resources and economy. This list classifies 
noxious weed species into three major 
classes based on the extent of invasion and 
the significance of the threat they pose to 
Washington State. This classification system: 

Á Prevents small infestations from expanding 
by eradicating them at first detection; 
Á Restricts established weed populations to 
regions of the state where they occur and 
prevents their spread to new areas; 
Á Allows flexibility in weed control at the local 
level for widespread weeds. 

Class A Weeds  

Non-native, invasive species with limited 
distribution. The statewide goal is to prevent 
them from advancing in Washington. 

Landowners are required to completely 
eradicate Class A weeds. 

Class B Weeds  

Non-native, invasive species presently limited 
to portions of the state. The statewide goal is 
to ñdraw the lineò around and contain infested 
regions, to keep these noxious weeds from 
spreading into new areas. Species are 
designated for control in regions where they 
are not yet widespread. In regions where a 
Class B species is already abundant, control 
is decided at the local level, with containment 
as the primary goal.  

Landowners are required to control Class B 
weeds based on state and local priorities. 

Class C Weeds  

Noxious weeds that are typically widespread 
in Washington State, or are of special interest 
to the stateôs agricultural industry. The Class 
C status allows counties to require control if 
locally desired. Other counties may choose to 
provide education or technical consultation. 

Landowners are required to control Class C 
weeds based on local priorities. 

Our Mission  

ñTo protect lands within Cowlitz County  
from the degrading impacts of invasive  
and noxious weed species by educating 
residents, landowners, land managers, 
county departments, city governments, and 

state and federal agencies to be 
responsible stewards.ò 
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