
yellow hawkweed 1

 WRITTEN FINDINGS OF THE 
 WASHINGTON STATE NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL BOARD 
 
 
Scientific Name:   Hieracium caespitosum Dumort.  (Synonym:  H. pratense Tausch) 
 
Common Name:   Yellow hawkweed, yellow paintbrush and king devil 
 
Family:   Asteraceae (Compositae) 
 
Legal Status:    Class B: (a)   regions 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 
     (b)   region 4 except north of T32N in Pend Oreille  
      County and east Highway 395 and north of   
      Highway 20 in Stevens County 

(c)   region 9 except sections 32, 33 and 34 of T6N, 
      R12E and sections 4,5,6 and 7 of T5N, R12E, and  
      section 12 of T5N, R11E, of Klickitat County. 

  
Description and Variation:  Yellow hawkweed has bristly-haired, narrow, elongated leaves 4 to 6 
inches long.  The leaves are attached near ground level, and the flowering stalk, arising from the 
leaf cluster, is leafless. The flowering stalks grow from a few inches to 3 feet in height; the stems 
have short, stiff hairs and contain a milky latex sap inside the stem.  The flowers, which are 
about the same shade of yellow as buttercups, occur in heads that are about 3/4 of an inch in 
diameter. 
 
Economic Importance:  Yellow hawkweed is destructive in rich pasturelands and may even 
invade cultivated fields.  Yellow hawkweed is unpalatable and thus crowds out more palatable 
species.   
 
Geographical Distribution: In the state of Washington, H. caespitosum is mainly located in 
northeastern Washington.  However, it has been found in portions of western Washington, as 
well. 
 
Habitat:   Yellow hawkweed occurs in permanent meadows, range and pastures. 
 
History:  Yellow hawkweed was first introduced from Europe into northern New York about 
1879. It is a fairly recent importation from Europe, but it has spread rapidly. 
 
Growth and Development:  Yellow hawkweed is a perennial. 
 
Reproduction:  This species can spread by seeds, stolons, and/or rhizomes. 
 
Response to Herbicides:  Early season treatment with picloram, combinations of picloram plus 
2,4-D or dicamba mixed with 2,4-D can be effective in controlling the hawkweed.  2,4-D alone 
is inadequate.  See current herbicide labels and recommendations for herbicide doses to be used.  
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Response to Cultural Method:  In scattered patches of small size, the simplest mode of attack is 
to dig them out, making sure that all of the below-ground growth is also removed, since even a 
small piece may develop into a new plant.  Plants removed should be carried away and either 
burned or placed in a refuse pile where they can do no harm.   
 
Biocontrol Potentials:   
 
Dr. Joe McCaffrey of the University of Idaho is currently investigating possible biocontrol 
agents. 
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Notes: 
 
While Hitchcock and Cronquist states that Hieracium pratense (H. caespitosum) is "locally 
introduced in NE Washington"  this information is rather deceptive.  I [Rich Old] have just 
completed an extensive survey of both Hieracium species in northern [Idaho] counties and 
reported it as for south as Camas County.  The two Hieracium species [H. caespitosum and H. 
aurantiacum] often occur together in urban sites, with H. caespitosum being much more 
ubiquitous in the forest communities and lowland pastures of Benewah and Kootanai counties, as 
well as throughout the St. Joe National Forest.  The ubiquitousness of H. caespitosum at first had 
me puzzled until I encountered a note from the original collection in the northwest by Earle F. 
Layser 6/9/69 "Introduced by U.S. Forest Service grass seedings."  Most of these seedings, 
especially in clearcut areas, are flown on. 


