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Chapter 3.02

BIENNIAL BUDGET

Sections:
3.02.010 Established.
3.02.020 Mid-biennium modifications.
3.02.030 Effective date.

3.02.010 Established.
In accordance with the provisions of RCW

36.40.250, a biennial budget is hereby established
for Cowlitz County, effective for the fiscal bien-
nium commencing January 1, 2002. The 2002-
2003 biennium fiscal budget and all subsequent
budgets shall be prepared, considered and adopted
under the provisions of this chapter and Chapter
36.40 RCW, which is hereby adopted by this refer-
ence. [Ord. 01-090, § 1, 5-14-01.]

3.02.020 Mid-biennium modifications.
In accordance with RCW 36.40.250, a mid-

biennium review and modification of the biennial
fiscal budget shall occur in all even-numbered
years after the month of August and prior to the end
of December. No later than the first regular meet-
ing of the Board of Commissioners in the month of
December of the first year of each biennium the
Manager of the Office of Financial Management
shall prepare proposed budget modifications to be
effective as of the succeeding January 1st. Such
proposal shall be provided to the Board of Com-
missioners and shall constitute a public record
available to the public. A public hearing shall be
held by the Board of Commissioners no later than
the first Monday in December and may be contin-
ued from time to time. At such hearing or thereaf-
ter, the Board of Commissioners may consider a
proposed resolution to adopt such budget modifi-
cations, which resolution shall be subject to other
provisions of Chapter 36.40 RCW. A complete
copy of any mid-biennium budget modifications as
adopted shall be transmitted to the Division of
Municipal Corporations in the office of the Wash-
ington State Auditor and to the Municipal Research
Services Center. [Ord. 01-090, § 1, 5-14-01.]

3.02.030 Effective date.
This chapter shall be effective upon the adoption

of the ordinance codified in this chapter. [Ord. 01-
090, § 1, 5-14-01.]

Chapter 3.04

DISPOSITION OF FINES

Sections:
3.04.010 Fines to be placed in Current Expense 

Fund.

Cross-references:
RCW 36.33.010: Fines, etc., to current expense fund.

3.04.010 Fines to be placed in Current 
Expense Fund.

All fines and assessments collected for the vio-
lation of any and all penal resolutions or ordi-
nances of Cowlitz County shall be placed in the
Cowlitz County Current Expense Fund and shall be
handled in the same manner as other funds depos-
ited in said fund. [Res. dated 7-21-43, § 1, 18 J
266.]



3.08.010

3-4

Chapter 3.08

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ACCESS
TO TAX INFORMATION

Sections:
3.08.010 Authorization.

3.08.010 Authorization.
The Department of Revenue of the State of

Washington is authorized to access tax information
of Cowlitz County, as set forth in RCW 82.32.330
and 84.40.340, upon substantially the same condi-
tions as tax information is authorized to be dis-
closed by the Department of Revenue to Cowlitz
County taxing officials, pursuant to RCW
82.32.330, 84.40.340, and 42.17.310, as each is
now enacted or hereafter amended. The Cowlitz
County Assessor is authorized to execute agree-
ments on behalf of Cowlitz County with the
Department of Revenue, consistent with the access
herein granted. Tax information received by Cowl-
itz County pursuant to such agreements is exempt
from disclosure under the Public Records Act and
remains privileged and confidential pursuant to
RCW 82.32.330. [Ord. 96-021, § 1, 2-12-96.]

Chapter 3.12

ADMISSIONS TAX

Sections:
3.12.010 Definitions.
3.12.020 Tax levied – Exceptions – Free or 

reduced rates – Season tickets.
3.12.030 Cabarets – Cover charges – “Food 

tickets” – Computation of tax.
3.12.040 Swimming pools – Skating rinks.
3.12.050 Resorts – Picnic grounds – Exclusive 

use by organizations – Parking.
3.12.060 Price and vendor’s name to be on 

ticket.
3.12.070 Vendor to collect tax – Liability – 

Procedure for payment to Treasurer – 
Circuses and other transitory 
entertainment – Audit of records.

3.12.080 Certificate of registration.
3.12.090 Joint liability of owner of premises 

and operator of transitory amusement.
3.12.100 Treasurer, Inspector, may adopt 

further rules.
3.12.110 Offset for city, town taxes.
3.12.120 Penalties.
3.12.130 Waivers.
3.12.900 Severability.
3.12.910 Effective date.

Cross-references:
Chapter 36.38 RCW: Admissions tax.

3.12.010 Definitions.
For the purpose of this chapter, words and

phrases shall have the following meaning:
A. “Admission charge,” in addition to its usual

and ordinary meaning, shall include a charge made
for season tickets or subscriptions, a cover charge
or a charge made for use of seats or tables, reserved
or otherwise, and similar accommodations; a
charge made for food and refreshments in any
place where any free entertainment, recreation or
amusement is provided; a charge made for rental or
use of equipment or facilities for the purpose of
recreation or amusement, and where the rental of
the equipment or facilities is necessary to the
enjoyment or the privilege for which a general
admission is charged, the combined charge shall be
considered as the admission charge; and a charge
made for automobile parking where the amount of
the charge is determined according to the number
of passengers in an automobile.
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B. “Treasurer” shall mean the County Trea-
surer.

C. “Inspector” shall mean the Auditor of Cowl-
itz County, Washington.

D. “Place” includes, but is not restricted to, the-
aters, dance halls, amphitheaters, auditoriums, sta-
diums, athletic pavilions and fields, baseball and
athletic parks, circuses, side shows, swimming
pools, outdoor amusement parks, and such other
attractions as merry-go-rounds, ferris wheels,
dodge’ems, roller coasters, and observation towers.

E. “Person” means any individual, receiver,
assignee, firm, copartnership, joint venture, corpo-
ration, company, joint stock company, association,
society, or any group of individuals acting as a unit,
whether mutual, cooperative, fraternal, nonprofit
or otherwise. [Ord. dated 7-13-43, § 1, 18 J 254.]

3.12.020 Tax levied – Exceptions – Free or 
reduced rates – Season tickets.

A. There is hereby levied and imposed upon
every person (including children without regard of
age) who pays an admission charge to any place,
including a tax on persons who are admitted free of
charge or at reduced rates to any place for which
other persons pay a charge or a regular higher
charge for the same or similar privileges or accom-
modations, which said tax shall be in the amount of
$0.01 for every $0.20 or fraction thereof paid for
the admission charge.

B. Whenever the admission charge is $0.10 or
less, no tax shall be payable, nor shall any tax be
payable for admissions charged at any agricultural
fair, nor shall any tax be payable by any bona fide
employee of the place or by any federal, state or
municipal officer or employee on official visits, or
by any child under 12 years of age who is admitted
free.

C. Whenever any person is admitted free or at a
reduced rate to any place at any time when and
under circumstances where an admission charge is
made to other persons for the same or similar
accommodations, a tax shall be payable by the per-
son so admitted in an amount equal to the tax pay-
able by such other persons for the same or similar
accommodations.

D. Whenever the charge to women and children
for admission to any place is less than the charge
made to men or when such persons are regularly
admitted free, the lesser charge is not deemed to be
a reduced rate under this chapter, and the amount
of the tax payable hereunder by such persons shall
be determined by the amount of the actual admis-
sion charge paid.

E. Amounts paid for admission by season tick-
ets or subscription shall be exempt only if the
amount which would be charged to the holder or
subscriber for a single admission is $0.10 or less.

F. Whenever tickets or cards of admission are
sold elsewhere than at the ticket or box office of the
place, any price or charge made in excess of the
established price or charge therefor at such ticket
or box office shall be taxable in a sum equal to 10
percent of the amount of such excess, which tax
shall be in addition to the tax on the ticket or box
office admission charge, shall be collected and
remitted in the manner provided in CCC 3.12.070
by the person selling such tickets.

G. Any person having the permanent use of
boxes or seats or a lease for use of any box or seat
in any place for which an admission charge is
made, in lieu of the tax imposed herein, shall pay a
tax equivalent to 10 percent of the amount for
which a similar box or seat is sold for each perfor-
mance or exhibition at which the box or seat is used
or reserved by or for the lessee or holder, the same
to be collected and remitted in the same manner
provided in CCC 3.12.070 by the owner or opera-
tor of the place. [Ord. 5231, 5-12-77; Ord. dated 7-
13-43, § 2, 18 J 254.]

3.12.030 Cabarets – Cover charges – “Food 
tickets” – Computation of tax.

Any person who pays an admission charge to
any public performance for profit at any cabaret or
other similar entertainment to which the charge of
admission is wholly or in part included in the price
paid for refreshments, service or merchandise shall
pay a tax of $0.015 for each $0.10 or fraction
thereof of the amount paid for admission, and the
amount paid for such admission shall be deemed to
be 20 percent of the amount paid for refreshment,
service or merchandise. If the amount paid for
admission is $0.20 or less, no tax shall be imposed;
and if a fixed admission charge, including a “cover
charge,” is imposed upon each person admitted,
and it is fair and reasonable in comparison with
charges generally made for similar performances
or entertainment, such charge is taxable at the rate
of $0.01 for each $0.20 or fraction thereof; pro-
vided, that if no fixed admission charge or cover
charge is imposed, but the prices charged for
refreshments, service or merchandise are higher
during the time the entertainment or dancing is pro-
vided than at other times, or if the prices charged
are substantially higher than are charged by other
places furnishing the same class of food or services
but which do not furnish entertainment or dancing,
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an admission charge shall be deemed included in
the price paid for refreshments, service or mer-
chandise, and 20 percent of the total amount so
paid shall be subject to the tax at the rate of $0.015
for each $0.10 or fraction thereof. If the price paid
for refreshments, service or merchandise does not
exceed $2.50, no admission charge is deemed
included in the price paid; if, however, the price
paid for the refreshments, service or merchandise
exceeds $2.50, the tax hereby levied shall be com-
puted upon the total amount hereof, even though
expended on behalf of more than one person, and
the amount thereof shall not be prorated among the
persons of the party. If the minimum charge is
imposed or a so-called “food ticket” is required to
be purchased by the person admitted and such min-
imum charge or “food ticket” is later accepted by
the management in full or in part payment of food
or other refreshments served, the amount paid for
such minimum “food tickets” shall not be deemed
an amount paid for admission; and in such case the
tax levied shall be equal to $0.015 for each $0.10
or fraction of the amount paid for admission, which
shall be deemed to be 20 percent of the amount
paid for refreshments, service or merchandise.
[Ord. dated 7-13-43, § 3, 18 J 254.]

3.12.040 Swimming pools – Skating rinks.
Whenever an amount of more than $0.10 is

required to be paid to gain admission to any build-
ing or enclosure in which a swimming pool or skat-
ing rink is located or to the pool or rink itself, the
amount paid, plus the amount, if any, paid for
rental or use of equipment or facilities supplied to
the person paying for the admission and necessary
to the enjoyment of the privilege for which the
admission is charged, shall be deemed the admis-
sion charge, and a tax is hereby levied on such
admission charge of $0.01 for each $0.20 or frac-
tion thereof, which shall be paid by the person pay-
ing the admission charge and which shall be
collected and remitted by the person to whom the
same is paid in the manner provided in CCC
3.12.070. [Ord. dated 7-13-43, § 4, 18 J 254.]

3.12.050 Resorts – Picnic grounds – 
Exclusive use by organizations – 
Parking.

Whenever an amount of more than $0.10 is
required to be paid to gain admission to any resort
or picnic grounds, the whole amount so paid is sub-
ject to a tax of $0.01 for each $0.20 or fraction
thereof, even though such an amount includes a
charge for use of equipment and facilities such as

tables, stoves and bath houses. If a lesser amount is
charged to persons who do not use such equipment
or facilities than those who do use such equipment
and facilities, the lesser charge is deemed the
admission charge. When a separate charge is made
for the use of equipment and facilities, such charge
is not subject to the tax herein levied unless it con-
stitutes or is part of an “admission charge” or is a
“place” as defined in CCC 3.12.010. Whenever an
organization or club acquires the sole right to use a
resort or picnic grounds, solely for the enjoyment
of its members or employees and their friends, the
amount for such right is an amount paid for an
admission charge and subject to the tax herein lev-
ied; provided, that if the organization or club in
turn charges its members or employees all or part
of the amount so paid, and such charge does not
constitute an admission charge subject to the tax
levied herein. Amounts paid for the privilege of
parking cars in a resort or picnic grounds do not
constitute an admission charge unless the amount
of such charge is determined by the number of pas-
sengers in the automobile or the same charge is
made to all persons who enter the resort or
grounds, whether on foot or by other means of
transportation. If a charge is made for each passen-
ger in an automobile, in addition to a charge for
parking facilities, the amount paid for the passen-
gers is an admission charge and subject to the tax
herein levied. The tax herein levied shall be paid by
the person paying the admission charge and shall
be collected and remitted by the person to whom
the same is paid in the manner provided in CCC
3.12.070. [Ord. dated 7-13-43, § 5, 18 J 254.]

3.12.060 Price and vendor’s name to be on 
ticket.

The price (exclusive of the tax to be paid by the
persons paying for admission) at which every
admission ticket or card is sold shall be conspicu-
ously and indelibly printed or written on the face or
back of that part of the ticket which is to be taken
up by the management of the place to which admis-
sion is gained; and it shall be unlawful for any per-
son to sell an admission ticket or card on which the
name of the vendor or the price is not so printed,
stamped, or written, or to sell an admission ticket
or card at any price in excess of the price printed,
stamped, or written thereon. [Ord. dated 7-13-43,
§ 6, 18 J 254.]
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3.12.070 Vendor to collect tax – Liability – 
Procedure for payment to 
Treasurer – Circuses and other 
transitory entertainment – Audit of 
records.

Every person receiving any payment for admis-
sions on which a tax is levied under this chapter
shall collect the amount of the tax imposed from the
person making the admission payment. The tax
required to be collected under this chapter shall be
deemed to be held in trust by the person required to
collect the same until paid to the Treasurer as herein
provided. Any person required to collect the tax
imposed under this chapter who fails to collect the
same, or, having collected the same, fails to remit
the same to the Treasurer in the manner prescribed
by this chapter, whether such failure be the result of
his own act of the result of acts or conditions
beyond his control, shall nevertheless be personally
liable to the County of Cowlitz, State of Washing-
ton, for the amount of such tax, and shall, unless the
remittance be made as herein provided and
required, be guilty of a violation of this chapter.

The tax imposed hereunder shall be collected at
the time the admission charge is paid by the person
seeking admission to any place and shall be
reported and remitted by the person receiving the
tax to the Treasurer in bimonthly installments and
remittances therefor on or before the fifteenth day
of the month next succeeding the end of the
bimonthly period in which the tax is collected or
received; provided, that the first return and remit-
tance under this chapter shall be made on or before
September 15, 1943, and shall cover the period
from and including August 13, 1943, to and includ-
ing August 31, 1943. Payment or remittance of the
tax collected may be made by check, unless pay-
ment or remittance is otherwise required by the
Treasurer, but payment by check shall not relieve
the person collecting the tax from liability for pay-
ment and remittance of the tax to the Treasurer
unless the check is honored and is in the full and
correct amount. The person receiving any payment
for admissions shall make out a return upon such
forms and setting forth such information as the
Treasurer and the Inspector may require, showing
the amount of the tax upon admissions for which he
is liable for the preceding bimonthly period, and
shall sign and transmit the same to the Treasurer
with a remittance for said amount; provided, that
the Treasurer or Inspector may in their discretion
require verified annual returns from any persons
receiving admission payments setting forth such
additional information as he may deem necessary

to determine correctly the amount of tax collected
and payable.

Whenever any theater, circus, show, exhibition,
entertainment or amusement makes an admission
which is subject to the tax herein levied, and the
same is of a temporary or transitory nature, of
which the Board of County Commissioners may
request that the Treasurer require the report and the
remittance of the admission tax immediately upon
the collection of the same, at the conclusion of the
performance or exhibition, or at the conclusion of
the series of performances or exhibitions or at such
other times the Board of County Commissioners
shall determine and the failure to comply with any
requirement of the said Board of County Commis-
sioners, the Treasurer, or the Inspector, as to the
report and remittance of the tax as required shall be
a violation of this chapter.

The books, records and accounts of any person
collecting a tax herein levied shall, as to admission
charges and collections, be at all reasonable times
subject to examination and audit by the Board of
County Commissioners or the Treasurer. [Ord.
dated 7-13-43, § 7, 18 J 254.]

3.12.080 Certificate of registration.
Any person conducting or operating any place

for entrance to which an admission charge is made
shall, on a form prescribed by the Board of County
Commissioners, make application to and procure
from the Inspector a certificate of registration, the
fee for which shall be $1.00, which certificate shall
continue valid until the thirty-first day of Decem-
ber of the year in which the same is issued. Such
certificate of registration, or duplicate of the origi-
nal copies thereof to be issued by the Inspector
after approval by the Board of County Commis-
sioners, without additional charge to the person
collecting the tax, and the certificate of registration
shall be posted in a conspicuous place in each
ticket or box office where tickets of admission are
sold. The Inspector shall transmit upon approval a
copy of each certificate of registration to the Trea-
surer. [Ord. dated 7-13-43, § 8, 18 J 254.]

3.12.090 Joint liability of owner of premises 
and operator of transitory 
amusement.

Whenever a certificate of registration is
obtained for the purpose of operating or conducting
a temporary or transitory amusement, entertain-
ment, or exhibition by persons who are not the
owners, lessees or custodians of the building, lots
or place where the amusement is to be conducted,
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the tax imposed by this chapter shall be reported
and remitted as provided in CCC 3.12.070 by said
owner, unless paid by the persons conducting the
place. The application for a certificate of registra-
tion for such purpose shall furnish with the appli-
cation therefor the name and the address of the
owner, lessee or custodian of the premises upon
which the amusement is to be conducted, and such
owner, lessee or custodian shall be notified by the
Inspector of such issuance of such certificate of
registration and the joint liability for collection and
remittance of such tax. [Ord. dated 7-13-43, § 9, 18
J 254.]

3.12.100 Treasurer, Inspector, may adopt 
further rules.

The Treasurer and/or the Inspector shall have
power to adopt rules and regulations not inconsis-
tent with the terms of this chapter for carrying out
and enforcing the payment, collection and remit-
tance of the tax herein levied; and a copy of said
rules and regulations shall be on file in the offices
of the Board of County Commissioners and the
Treasurer and shall be available for public exami-
nation. Failure or refusal to comply with any such
rules and regulations shall be deemed a violation of
this chapter. [Ord. dated 7-13-43, § 10, 18 J 254.]

3.12.110 Offset for city, town taxes.
An offset shall be allowed against any of the

taxes imposed by this chapter for the amount of
like taxes levied, fixed and collected by incorpo-
rated cities and towns within Cowlitz County,
Washington. [Ord. dated 7-13-43, § 12, 18 J 254.]

3.12.120 Penalties.
Each violation of or failure to comply with the

provisions of this chapter shall constitute a separate
offense and shall subject the offender to a fine of
not to exceed $100.00 or to imprisonment in the
County Jail for not to exceed 30 days, or to both
such fine and imprisonment. [Ord. dated 7-13-43,
§ 14, 18 J 254.]

3.12.130 Waivers.
A. The admission tax imposed by this chapter

may be waived by the Treasurer under the circum-
stances set forth in this section. Any person desiring
the waiver of the admission tax shall, prior to each
event for which a waiver is sought, make a written
request therefor to the Treasurer. If the Treasurer
finds that the event for which the waiver is sought
is to be conducted for the benefit of a charitable
organization, the Treasurer shall waive the tax for

that event. The person requesting the waiver shall
provide whatever information the Treasurer may
request to aid in making such finding.

B. If the admission tax with respect to a partic-
ular event is waived, but it is later determined that
such event will not be conducted, or was not con-
ducted, for the benefit of a charitable organization,
the waiver shall be deemed revoked and the tax
shall become payable as if the waiver had never
been granted, and in addition there shall be
imposed a penalty in the amount of 100 percent of
the tax, which shall be payable by the same per-
son(s) liable for the tax. The Treasurer shall send
such person(s) written notice of the amount of the
tax and penalty, and payment shall be due 30 days
thereafter.

C. The term “charitable organization” means
any benevolent, philanthropic, patriotic, eleemosy-
nary, education, social, recreation or fraternal orga-
nization, or any other person having or purporting
to have a charitable nature. “Charitable” shall have
its common law meaning. [Ord. 84-149, § 1, 6-18-
84.]

3.12.900 Severability.
If any portion of this chapter shall be adjudged

invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the portions
which are not adjudged invalid. [Ord. dated 7-13-
43, § 13, 18 J 254.]

3.12.910 Effective date.
The tax hereby levied and imposed shall be col-

lected and paid on and after August 13, 1943. The
provisions of this chapter become effective as of
August 13, 1943, unless otherwise stipulated in the
several sections of this chapter. [Ord. dated 7-13-
43, § 11 and clause following § 14, 18 J 254.]
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Chapter 3.22 

ADDITIONAL SALES AND USE TAX

Sections:
3.22.010 Sales or use tax imposed.
3.22.020 Tax rate.
3.22.030 Credit provision.
3.22.040 County’s share of revenues.
3.22.050 Administration and collection of tax.
3.22.060 Consent to inspection of records.
3.22.070 Penalties.
3.22.080 Referendum procedure.
3.22.090 Effective date.
3.22.100 Severability.

3.22.010 Sales or use tax imposed.
There is hereby imposed a sales or use tax, as the

case may be, upon every taxable event, as defined
in RCW 82.14.020, occurring within Cowlitz
County. The tax shall be imposed upon and col-
lected from those persons from whom the state
sales or use tax is collected pursuant to Chapter
82.08 or 82.12 RCW. The tax imposed by this sec-
tion is in addition to that imposed under Ordinance
No. 2171 and Chapter 3.20 CCC. [Ord. 96-223,
§ 1, 12-23-96; Ord. 92-016, § 1, 2-18-92.]

3.22.020 Tax rate.
Effective April 1, 1997, the rate of the tax

imposed by CCC 3.22.010 shall be five-tenths of
one percent of the selling price or value of the arti-
cle used, as the case may be. [Ord. 96-223, § 2, 12-
23-96; Ord. 92-016, § 2, 2-18-92.]

3.22.030 Credit provision.
There shall be allowed against the tax imposed

by CCC 3.22.010 a credit for the full amount of any
city sales or use tax imposed under RCW
82.14.030(2) upon the same taxable event, up to
the amount of the tax imposed by CCC 3.22.010.
[Ord. 96-223, § 3, 12-23-96; Ord. 92-016, § 3, 2-
18-92.]

3.22.040 County’s share of revenues.
Cowlitz County’s share of revenues from any

tax imposed under RCW 82.14.030(2) by any city
within the county shall be as provided by state law.
[Ord. 96-223, § 4, 12-23-96; Ord. 92-016, § 4, 2-
18-92.]

3.22.050 Administration and collection of 
tax.

The tax imposed by this chapter shall be admin-
istered and collected in accordance with RCW
82.14.050. The Chairman of the Board of County
Commissioners is authorized and directed to exe-
cute any contracts with the Department of Revenue
that may be necessary to provide for the adminis-
tration or collection of the tax. [Ord. 96-223, § 5,
12-23-96; Ord. 92-016, § 5, 2-18-92.]

3.22.060 Consent to inspection of records.
Cowlitz County consents to the inspection of

such records as are necessary to qualify the county
for inspection of records of the Department of Rev-
enue, pursuant to RCW 82.32.330. [Ord. 96-223,
§ 6, 12-23-96; Ord. 92-016, § 6, 2-18-92.]

3.22.070 Penalties.
Any seller who fails or refuses to collect the tax

as required with the intent to violate the provisions
of this chapter or to gain some advantage or bene-
fit, either direct or indirect, and any buyer who
refuses to pay any tax due under this chapter, shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor. [Ord. 96-223, § 7, 12-
23-96; Ord. 92-016, § 7, 2-18-92.]

3.22.080 Referendum procedure.
This chapter is subject to the referendum proce-

dures of RCW 82.14.036. The term “filing officer”
as used in RCW 82.14.036 shall mean the Cowlitz
County Auditor. [Ord. 96-223, § 8, 12-23-96; Ord.
92-016, § 8, 2-18-92.]

3.22.090 Effective date.
The ordinance codified in this chapter shall take

effect April 1, 1997. However, upon the timely fil-
ing of a referendum petition under RCW 82.14.036
the effective date of said ordinance shall be post-
poned, and the new effective date shall be deter-
mined as follows:

A. If the petitioner fails to file petitions bearing
necessary signatures within the time allowed by
law, said ordinance shall take effect 10 days after
the Cowlitz County Auditor issues a certificate to
that effect;

B. If at a referendum election the tax imposed
by this chapter is not rejected, said ordinance shall
take effect 10 days after the results of the election
are certified; and

C. If at a referendum election the tax imposed
by this chapter is rejected, this chapter shall be
deemed repealed immediately upon the certifica-
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tion of the results of the election. [Ord. 96-223, § 9,
12-23-96; Ord. 92-016, § 9, 2-18-92.]

3.22.100 Severability.
If any provision of this chapter or its application

to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of this chapter or the application of the
provisions to other persons or circumstances is not
affected. [Ord. 96-223, § 10, 12-23-96; Ord. 92-
016, § 10, 2-18-92.]

Chapter 3.23

ADDITIONAL SALES AND USE TAX FOR 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE PURPOSES

Sections:
3.23.010 Sales or use tax for criminal justice 

purposes.
3.23.020 Tax rate.
3.23.030 County’s share of revenues.
3.23.040 Administration and collection of tax.
3.23.050 Consent to inspection of records.
3.23.060 Penalties.
3.23.070 Referendum procedure.
3.23.080 Effective date.

3.23.010 Sales or use tax for criminal justice 
purposes.

There is hereby imposed a sales or use tax, as the
case may be, as authorized by RCW 82.14.340,
upon every taxable event, as defined in RCW
82.14.020, occurring within Cowlitz County. The
tax shall be imposed upon and collected from those
persons from whom the state sales or use tax is col-
lected pursuant to Chapters 82.08 or 82.12 RCW.
The tax imposed by this section is in addition to
that imposed under Ordinance No. 2171 and Chap-
ter 3.20 CCC, and Ordinance 96-223 and Chapter
3.22 CCC. Moneys received from the tax imposed
under this section shall be expended exclusively
for criminal justice purposes as provided in RCW
82.14.340. [Ord. 04-246, § 1, 12-7-04.]

3.23.020 Tax rate.
The rate of the tax imposed by CCC 3.23.010

shall be one-tenth of one percent of the selling
price or value of the article used, as the case may
be. [Ord. 04-246, § 2, 12-7-04.]

3.23.030 County’s share of revenues.
Cowlitz County’s share of revenues from the tax

imposed under this chapter shall be determined as
provided by RCW 82.14.340. [Ord. 04-246, § 3,
12-7-04.]

3.23.040 Administration and collection of 
tax.

The tax imposed by this chapter shall be admin-
istered and collected in accordance with Chapter
82.14 RCW. The Chairman of the Board of County
Commissioners is authorized and directed to exe-
cute any contracts with the Department of Revenue
that may be necessary to provide for the adminis-
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tration or collection of the tax. [Ord. 04-246, § 4,
12-7-04.]

3.23.050 Consent to inspection of records.
Cowlitz County consents to the inspection of

such records as are necessary to qualify the county
for inspection of records of the Department of Rev-
enue, pursuant to RCW 82.32.330. [Ord. 04-246,
§ 5, 12-7-04.]

3.23.060 Penalties.
Any seller who fails or refuses to collect the tax

as required with the intent to violate the provisions
of this chapter or to gain some advantage or bene-
fit, either direct or indirect, and any buyer who
refuses to pay any tax due under this chapter shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor. [Ord. 04-246, § 6, 12-
7-04.]

3.23.070 Referendum procedure.
This chapter is subject to the referendum proce-

dures of RCW 82.14.036. The term “filing officer”
as used in RCW 82.14.036 shall mean the Cowlitz
County Auditor. [Ord. 04-246, § 7, 12-7-04.]

3.23.080 Effective date.
The ordinance codified in this chapter shall take

effect April 1, 2005. However, upon the timely fil-
ing of a referendum petition under RCW
82.14.036, the effective date of said ordinance
shall be postponed, and the new effective date shall
be determined as follows:

A. If the petitioner fails to file petitions bearing
the necessary signatures within the time allowed by
law, said ordinance shall take effect 10 days after
the Cowlitz County Auditor issues a certificate to
that effect;

B. If at a referendum election the tax imposed
by this chapter is not rejected, said ordinance shall
take effect 10 days after the results of the election
are certified; and

C. If at a referedum election the tax imposed by
this chapter is rejected, this chapter shall be
deemed repealed immediately upon the certifica-
tion of the results of the election. [Ord. 04-246 § 8,
12-7-04.]

Chapter 3.24 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

Sections:
3.24.010 Board established.

Cross-references:
Chapter 84.48 RCW: Equalization of assessments.

3.24.010 Board established.
The Cowlitz County Board of Equalization shall

be composed of three members, who shall be citi-
zens of Cowlitz County, and appointed by the
county legislative authority to terms of not more
than three years. In making such appointments, the
county legislative authority shall seek to assure that
each county legislative authority district shall be
equally represented on the Board of Equalization.
The county legislative authority may also appoint
alternative members as it deems necessary. [Res.
03-020, 2-11-03.]
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Chapter 3.27

OPEN SPACE, AGRICULTURAL, AND 
TIMBERLAND ASSESSMENT

Sections:
3.27.010 Policy of compliance with Chapter 

84.34 RCW – Application fee.
3.27.020 Application procedure – Compliance 

with Comprehensive Plan – Grounds 
for approval or disapproval.

3.27.030 Determining authority to notify 
applicant and Assessor.

3.27.040 Advisory committee.
3.27.050 Open space and timberland 

applications – Fee.

Cross-references:
Chapter 84.34 RCW: Open space, agricultural, and tim-
berland assessment.

3.27.010 Policy of compliance with Chapter 
84.34 RCW – Application fee.

It shall be the policy of the Board of County
Commissioners of Cowlitz County, Washington,
to comply with all of the provisions of Chapter
84.34 RCW. Upon application of an owner of agri-
cultural land desiring current use classification
under RCW 84.34.020(2), the Assessor shall
charge a processing fee of $25.00 for purposes of
recovering the cost of processing said application.
[Res. 3206, § 1, 8-14-73.]

3.27.020 Application procedure – 
Compliance with Comprehensive 
Plan – Grounds for approval or 
disapproval.

Applications for classification as “open space”
and “timberland” pursuant to RCW 84.34.020(1)
or (3) shall be made to the Board of County Com-
missioners of Cowlitz County. Application made
for classification of any land pursuant to RCW
84.34.020(1)(b) or (3) which is an area subject to
the County Comprehensive Plan shall be acted
upon in the same manner in which an amendment
to the Comprehensive Plan is processed. Applica-
tions made for classification of land which is in an
area not subject to the Comprehensive Plan shall be
acted upon after public hearing and after notice of
hearing shall have been given by one publication in
a newspaper of general circulation in the area at
least 10 days before the hearing; provided, that
applications for classification of land in an incor-
porated area shall be acted upon by a determining

authority composed of the members of the Board
of County Commissioners and three members of
the city legislative body in which the land is
located.

In determining whether an application made for
classification under RCW 84.34.020(1)(b) or (3)
should be approved or disapproved, the determin-
ing authority may take cognizance of the benefits
to the general welfare of preserving the current use
of the property which is the subject of the applica-
tion, and may consider whether or not preservation
of current use of the land will (1) conserve or
enhance natural or scenic resources, (2) protect
streams or water supplies, (3) promote conserva-
tion of soils, wetlands, beaches or tidal marshes,
(4) enhance the value of abutting or neighboring
parks, forests, wildlife preserves, natural reserva-
tions, sanctuaries, or other open spaces, (5)
enhance recreation opportunities, (6) preserve his-
toric sites, (7) affect any other factors relevant to
weighing benefits to the general welfare of pre-
serving the current use of the property against the
potential loss in revenue which may result from
granting the application; provided, that the deter-
mining authority may approve the application with
respect to only part of the land which is the subject
of the application; provided further, that if any part
of the application is denied, the applicant may
withdraw the entire application; and provided fur-
ther, that the determining authority in approving in
part or in whole an application for land classified
pursuant to RCW 84.34.020(1) or (3) may also
require that certain conditions be met, including
but not limited to the granting of easements; and
provided further, that the granting or denial of the
application for current use classification is a legis-
lative determination and shall be reviewable only
for arbitrary and capricious actions. [Res. 3206,
§ 2, 8-14-73.]

3.27.030 Determining authority to notify 
applicant and Assessor.

A. The Board of County Commissioners or the
determining authority comprised of the Board of
County Commissioners and three members of the
legislative body of any city, as the case may be,
shall immediately notify the County Assessor and
the applicant of its approval or disapproval which
shall in no event be more than six months from the
receipt of said application. No land other than farm
and agricultural land shall be considered qualified
under Chapter 84.34 RCW until an application in
regard thereto has been approved by the appropri-
ate legislative authority.
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B. When the Board of County Commissioners
or determining authority comprised of the Board of
County Commissioners and three members of the
legislative authority of any city, as the case may be,
finds that land qualifies under this chapter, it shall
file notice of the same with the Assessor within 10
days. [Res. 3206, § 3, 8-14-73.]

3.27.040 Advisory committee.
The Board of County Commissioners of Cowl-

itz County shall appoint a five member committee
representing the active farming community within
the county to serve in an advisory capacity to the
County Assessor in implementing assessment
guidelines as established by the Department of
Revenue for the assessment of open space, farms
and agricultural lands, and timberlands classified
pursuant to Chapter 84.34 RCW. The five individ-
uals shall serve for terms of one year or until such
members shall sooner resign or be removed from
said Committee. Upon vacation of any position of
said Committee, the Board of County Commis-
sioners shall appoint another member of the active
farming community to serve in such advisory
capacity for the remainder of the term of the mem-
ber resigning or removed from said committee.
[Res. 3206, § 4, 8-14-73 (Initial appointees not
codified).]

3.27.050 Open space and timberland 
applications – Fee.

All applications for classification of “open
space” and “timberland” made pursuant to RCW
84.34.020(1) or (3) shall be made on forms pro-
vided by the County Assessor. Such forms shall
require such information as is reasonably neces-
sary for the processing of said applications, and
shall be drafted by the County Assessor. In addi-
tion, there shall be an application fee of $25.00 for
the purpose of recovering the cost of processing
said applications. [Res. 3206, § 5, 8-14-73.]

Chapter 3.34 

LEASEHOLD EXCISE TAX

Sections:
3.34.010 Tax levied.
3.34.020 Tax rate – Credits.
3.34.030 Credit for tax imposed by city or town.
3.34.040 Administration.
3.34.050 Exemptions.
3.34.060 Consent to inspection.
3.34.070 Contract with Department of Revenue.
3.34.080 Penalty.
3.34.900 Severability.
3.34.910 Effective date.

Cross-references:
Chapter 82.29A RCW: Leasehold excise tax.

3.34.010 Tax levied.
There is hereby levied and shall be collected a

leasehold excise tax on and after January 1, 1976,
upon the act or privilege of occupying or using
publicly owned real or personal property within the
County of Cowlitz through a “leasehold interest”
as defined by RCW 82.29A.020. The tax shall be
paid, collected, and remitted to the Department of
Revenue of the State of Washington at the time and
in the manner prescribed by RCW 82.29A.050.
[Ord. 4643, § 1, 4-7-76.]

3.34.020 Tax rate – Credits.
The rate of the tax imposed by CCC 3.34.010

shall be six percent of the taxable rent (as defined
by RCW 82.29A.020); provided, that the following
credits shall be allowed in determining the tax pay-
able:

A. With respect to a leasehold interest arising
out of any lease or agreement, the terms of which
were binding on the lessee prior to July 1, 1970,
where such lease or agreement has not been rene-
gotiated (as defined by RCW 82.29A.020) since
that date, and excluding from such credit (1) any
leasehold interest arising out of any lease of prop-
erty covered by the provisions of RCW 28B.20.394
and (2) any lease or agreement including options to
renew which extends beyond January 1, 1985, as
follows:

With respect to taxes due in calendar year 1976,
a credit equal to 80 percent of the tax produced by
the above rate.

With respect to taxes due in calendar year 1977,
a credit equal to 60 percent of the tax produced by
the above rate.
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With respect to taxes due in calendar year 1978,
a credit equal to 40 percent of the tax produced by
the above rate.

With respect to taxes due in calendar year 1979,
a credit equal to 20 percent of the tax produced by
the above rate.

B. With respect to a product lease (as defined
by RCW 82.29A.020), a credit of 33 percent of the
tax produced by the above rate. [Ord. 4643, § 2, 4-
7-76.]

3.34.030 Credit for tax imposed by city or 
town.

There shall be allowed against the tax otherwise
imposed by this chapter a credit for the full amount
of any leasehold excise tax authorized by RCW
82.29A.040 and imposed upon the same taxable
event by any city or town. [Ord. 4643, § 3, 4-7-76.]

3.34.040 Administration.
The administration and collection of the tax

imposed by this chapter shall be in accordance with
the provisions of Chapter 82.29A RCW, and RCW
84.36.451 and 84.40.175. [Ord. 4643, § 4, 4-7-76.]

3.34.050 Exemptions.
Leasehold interests exempted by RCW

82.29A.130 as it now exists or may hereafter by
amended shall be exempt from the tax imposed
pursuant to CCC 3.34.010. [Ord. 4643, § 5, 4-7-
76.]

3.34.060 Consent to inspection.
The county hereby consents to the inspection of

such records as are necessary to qualify the county
for inspection of records of the Department of Rev-
enue pursuant to RCW 82.32.330. [Ord. 4643, § 6,
4-7-76.]

3.34.070 Contract with Department of 
Revenue.

The Board of Commissioners of Cowlitz
County is authorized to execute a contract with the
Department of Revenue of the State of Washington
for the administration and collection of the tax
imposed by CCC 3.34.010; provided, that the Pros-
ecuting Attorney shall first approve the form and
content of said contract. [Ord. 4643, § 7, 4-7-76.]

3.34.080 Penalty.
Failure to comply with the provisions of Chapter

82.29A RCW, and RCW 84.36.451 and 84.40.175
as set forth in this chapter shall be a misdemeanor.
[Ord. 4643, § 9, 4-7-76.]

3.34.900 Severability.
If any provision of this chapter, or its application

to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the chapter or the application of the
provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected. [Ord. 4643, § 8, 4-7-76.]

3.34.910 Effective date.
This chapter shall take effect April 19, 1976.

[Ord. 4643, § 10, 4-7-76.]
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Chapter 3.36 

TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY EXCISE TAX

Sections:
3.36.010 Imposed.
3.36.020 Administration and collection.
3.36.030 Disposition – Use.
3.36.040 Use of money received from city of 

Kelso and state.
3.36.050 Violation.

3.36.010 Imposed.
A. There is hereby levied a special excise tax of

two percent on the sale of or charge made for the
furnishing of lodging by a hotel, roominghouse,
tourist court, motel, trailer camp, and the granting
of any similar license to use real property, as distin-
guished from the renting or leasing of real prop-
erty. For the purposes of this tax, it shall be
presumed that the occupancy of real property for a
continuous period of one month or more consti-
tutes a rental or lease of real property and not a
mere license to use or to enjoy the same. This tax
is in addition to the tax imposed under Chapter
3.40 CCC, or any other tax authorized by law.

B. Any seller, as defined in RCW 82.08.010,
who is required to collect the tax levied by this
chapter shall pay over the tax to the county as pro-
vided in RCW 67.28.200. The deduction from state
taxes under RCW 67.28.190 does not apply to the
tax levied by this chapter. [Ord. 93-120, § 1, 8-2-
93.]

3.36.020 Administration and collection.
Cowlitz County designates the Washington

State Department of Revenue as its agent to collect
the tax levied by this chapter. The tax shall be
administered and collected in accordance with the
provisions of Chapters 82.08 and 82.32 RCW, and
any regulations, policies or requirements of the
Department of Revenue. [Ord. 93-120, § 2, 8-2-
93.]

3.36.030 Disposition – Use.
There is created in the treasury of Cowlitz

County a special fund, to be known as the “Tourist
Facilities Development and Marketing Fund.” All
revenue from the tax levied by this chapter shall be
credited one-half to such fund and one-half to the
Cumulative Reserve Fund. [Ord. 97-005, § 1, 1-
13-97; Ord. 96-010, § 1, 1-22-96; Ord. 93-120, § 3,
8-2-93.]

3.36.040 Use of money received from city of 
Kelso and state.

The Board of County Commissioners certifies
that the city of Kelso, which is one of the two larg-
est cities in Cowlitz County, has contributed to the
county certain moneys that the city received under
RCW 67.28.180, and that such money will be
deposited in the Tourist Facilities Development
and Marketing Fund, and used solely for the
project described in CCC 3.36.030. Further, Cowl-
itz County receives revenue under RCW
67.28.180, and the Board of County Commission-
ers shall annually appropriate or transfer all or
some portion of such revenue, to be deposited in
the Tourist Facilities Development and Marketing
Fund, and used solely for the project described in
CCC 3.36.030. [Ord. 93-120, § 4, 8-2-93.]

3.36.050 Violation.
It is a misdemeanor for any person to violate or

fail to comply with the requirements of this chap-
ter. [Ord. 93-120, § 5, 8-2-93.]
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Chapter 3.40 

SPECIAL EXCISE TAX

Sections:
3.40.010 Imposition.
3.40.020 Definitions.
3.40.030 Administration and collection of tax.
3.40.040 Establishment of special fund.
3.40.050 Violation – Penalties.
3.40.060 Effect of partial invalidity.
3.40.070 Effective date.

3.40.010 Imposition.
For the purposes set forth in Chapter 34, Laws of

1973, 2nd Ex. Sess. of the Legislature of the State
of Washington, there is hereby imposed and levied
a special excise tax of two percent on the sale of or
charge made for the furnishing of lodging by a
hotel, roominghouse, tourist court, motel or trailer
camp, and the granting of any similar license to use
real property, as distinguished from renting or leas-
ing real property; provided, that it shall be pre-
sumed that the occupancy of real property for a
continuous period of one month or more consti-
tutes a rental or lease of real property and not a
mere license to use or to enjoy the same. [Ord.
5401, § 1, 8-22-77.]

3.40.020 Definitions.
The definitions of the terms “selling price,”

“seller,” “buyer,” “consumer,” and all other defini-
tions as are now contained in RCW 82.08.010, and
subsequent amendments thereto, as those defini-
tions may have application to the tax imposed by
this chapter, are hereby adopted by this reference
as the definitions for the tax herein levied. [Ord.
5401, § 2, 8-22-77.]

3.40.030 Administration and collection of 
tax.

For the purposes of the tax levied herein:
A. The Department of Revenue of the State of

Washington is hereby designated as the agent of
Cowlitz County for the purposes of collection and
administration.

B. The administrative provisions contained in
RCW 82.08.050 through 82.08.070, and those
administrative provisions contained in Chapter
82.32 RCW, shall apply with respect to administra-
tion and collection of the tax by the Department of
Revenue.

C. All rules and regulations, as now or hereafter
amended, adopted by the Department of Revenue

for the administration of Chapter 82.08 RCW, are
hereby adopted.

D. The State of Washington, Department of
Revenue, is hereby empowered, on behalf of Cowl-
itz County, to prescribe such special forms and
reporting procedures as the Department of Revenue
may deem necessary. [Ord. 5401, § 3, 8-22-77.]

3.40.040 Establishment of special fund.
There is hereby created a special fund in Cowlitz

County to be known as the “Stadium-Convention
Center Fund.” All taxes levied and collected under
the provisions of this chapter shall be credited to
the Stadium-Convention Center Fund. Such taxes
shall be levied only for the purposes authorized by
the general laws of the State of Washington,
including but not limited to, paying all or any part
of the cost of acquisition, construction, or opera-
tion of stadium facilities, convention center facili-
ties, performing arts center facilities, and/or visual
arts center facilities, or to pay or secure the pay-
ment of all or any portion of general obligation
bonds or revenue bonds issued for such purposes as
specified in the general laws of the State of Wash-
ington, or to pay for advertising, publicizing or oth-
erwise distributing information for the purpose of
attracting visitors and encouraging tourist expan-
sion, and until withdrawn for use, the moneys
accumulated in such fund may be invested in inter-
est-bearing securities by the County Treasurer in
any manner authorized by law. [Ord. 80-400, § 3,
11-17-80.]

3.40.050 Violation – Penalties.
It shall be unlawful for any person to violate or

fail to comply with any of the provisions of this
chapter. Every person convicted of a violation of
any provision of this chapter shall be punished by
a fine of not more than $300.00.

Every firm or corporation convicted of a viola-
tion of any provision of this chapter shall be pun-
ished by a fine of not more than $300.00. [Ord.
5401, § 5, 8-22-77.]

3.40.060 Effect of partial invalidity.
The invalidity of any article, section, subsection,

provision, clause or portion thereof, or the invalid-
ity of the application thereof to any person or cir-
cumstance, shall not affect the validity of the
remainder of this chapter or the validity of its appli-
cation to other persons or circumstances, and all
other articles, sections, subsections, provisions,
clauses or portions thereof not expressly held to be
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invalid shall continue in full force and effect. [Ord.
5401, § 6, 8-22-77.]

3.40.070 Effective date.
This chapter shall be in full force and effect five

days after its passage and posting as required by
law. [Ord. 5401, § 7, 8-22-77.]

Chapter 3.42 

LODGING EXCISE TAX

Sections:
3.42.010 Special excise tax imposed.
3.42.020 Credit provisions.
3.42.030 Administration and collection.
3.42.040 Disposition – Use.
3.42.050 Violation.
3.42.060 Effective date.

3.42.010 Special excise tax imposed.
A. There is hereby levied a special excise tax of

two percent on the sale of or charge for the furnish-
ing of lodging that is subject to tax under Chapter
82.08 RCW. This tax is in addition to the tax
imposed under Chapter 3.40 CCC, or any other tax
authorized by law.

B. Any seller, as defined in RCW 82.08.010,
required to collect the tax levied under this chapter
shall pay over the tax to the county as provided in
RCW 67.28.200. [Ord. 97-132, § 1, 7-21-97.]

3.42.020 Credit provisions.
A. There shall be allowed against the tax

imposed by CCC 3.42.010 a credit for the full
amount of any city or town excise tax imposed
under Section 3, Chapter 452, Laws of 1997 upon
the same taxable event. The credit allowed by this
subsection shall not apply to any city or town
excise tax imposed under RCW 67.28.180 which
taxes are credited against the tax imposed under
Chapter 3.40 CCC.

B. The tax imposed by CCC 3.42.010 shall be
credited against the amount of sales tax due to the
state under Chapter 82.08 RCW on the same sale of
lodging, subject to the credit limitations in Section
3(4), Chapter 452, Laws of 1997. [Ord. 97-132,
§ 2, 7-21-97.]

3.42.030 Administration and collection.
Cowlitz County designates the Washington

State Department of Revenue as its agent to collect
the tax levied by this chapter. The tax shall be ad-
ministered and collected in accordance with the
provisions of Chapters 82.08 and 82.32 RCW, and
any regulations, policies or requirements of the De-
partment of Revenue. [Ord. 97-132, § 3, 7-21-97.]

3.42.040 Disposition – Use.
There is created in the treasury of Cowlitz

County a special fund, to be known as the “Tourist
Facilities Development and Marketing Fund.” All
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revenue from the tax levied by this chapter shall be
credited one-half to such fund and one-half to the
Cumulative Reserve Fund, and shall be used solely
for the purpose of paying all or any part of the cost
of tourism promotion, acquisition of tourism-
related facilities, or operation of tourism-related
facilities, as those terms are defined in RCW
67.28.080. [Ord. 97-132, § 4, 7-21-97.]

3.42.050 Violation.
It is a misdemeanor for any person to violate or

fail to comply with the requirements of this chap-
ter. [Ord. 97-132, § 5, 7-21-97.]

3.42.060 Effective date.
The ordinance codified in this chapter is

intended to effectuate the requirements placed on
Cowlitz County as a result of Section 22, Chapter
452, Laws of 1997, which section repeals the
authority supporting imposition of the special
excise tax levied by Cowlitz County under CCC
3.36.010 and Ordinance No. 93-120. The special
excise tax imposed by CCC 3.42.010 shall be in
replacement of the tax now levied under CCC
3.36.010. This chapter shall take effect on July 27,
1997. However, in the event that the effective date
of Chapter 452, Laws of 1997 shall be postponed,
this chapter shall take effect on such postponed
date. [Ord. 97-132, § 6, 7-21-97.]

Chapter 3.44

TIMBER EXCISE TAX

Sections:
3.44.010 Tax imposed.
3.44.020 Determination of tax.
3.44.030 Administration and collection.
3.44.040 Timber tax account.
3.44.050 Contract with Department of Revenue.
3.44.060 Agreement to inspection of records.
3.44.070 Severability.

3.44.010 Tax imposed.
There is imposed and shall be collected, on and

after January 1, 2005, an excise tax on every person
in the county engaging in business as a harvester as
defined by RCW 84.33.035. The tax shall be paid,
collected and remitted to the Department of Reve-
nue of the State of Washington at the time and in
the manner prescribed by RCW 84.33.086. [Ord.
04-214, § 1, 10-12-04.]

3.44.020 Determination of tax.
The tax shall be equal to the stumpage value of

the timber, as defined in RCW 84.33.035, har-
vested from privately owned land within the
county, multiplied by a rate of four percent, and
harvested from publicly owned land within the
county, multiplied by the following rates:

A. For timber harvested January 1, 2005,
through December 31, 2005, 1.2 percent;

B. For timber harvested January 1, 2006,
through December 31, 2006, 1.5 percent;

C. For timber harvested January 1, 2007,
through December 31, 2007, 1.8 percent;

D. For timber harvested January 1, 2008,
through December 31, 2008, 2.1 percent;

E. For timber harvested January 1, 2009,
through December 31, 2009, 2.4 percent;

F. For timber harvested January 1, 2010,
through December 31, 2010, 2.7 percent;

G. For timber harvested January 1, 2011,
through December 31, 2011, 3.1 percent;

H. For timber harvested January 1, 2012,
through December 31, 2012, 3.4 percent;

I. For timber harvested January 1, 2013,
through December 31, 2013, 3.7 percent;

J. For timber harvested January 1, 2014, and
thereafter, 4.0 percent.

Any harvester, as defined in RCW 84.33.035,
incurring less than $50.00 tax liability in any calen-
dar quarter is excused from the payment of the tax
imposed by CCC 3.44.010, but may be required by
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the Department of Revenue to file a return even
though no tax may be due. [Ord. 04-214, § 2, 10-
12-04.]

3.44.030 Administration and collection.
The administration and collection of the tax

imposed by this chapter shall be in accordance with
the provisions of Chapter 84.33 RCW and all sec-
tions of Chapter 82.32 RCW (as now existing or
hereafter amended), except RCW 82.32.045 and
82.32.270, shall apply with reference to the taxes
imposed under this chapter. [Ord. 04-214, § 3, 10-
12-04.]

3.44.040 Timber tax account.
There is created a county timber tax account for

deposit of moneys distributed to the county as pro-
vided by RCW 84.33.081(1). [Ord. 04-214, § 4,
10-12-04.]

3.44.050 Contract with Department of 
Revenue.

The county is authorized to contract with the
Department of Revenue (prior to the effective date
of this chapter) for the administration and collec-
tion of the tax imposed by CCC 3.44.010 and to
provide in such agreement for payment of the costs
of collection and administration incurred by the
Department of Revenue as directed by RCW
84.33.081. The Prosecuting Attorney of Cowlitz
County shall first approve the form and content of
the contract. [Ord. 04-214, § 5, 10-12-04.]

3.44.060 Agreement to inspection of records.
The county agrees to give to the Department of

Revenue such facts and information and to permit
the Department to inspect its records in connection
with the imposition, collection and administration
of the tax imposed by CCC 3.44.010 as may be
necessary to permit the county to obtain facts and
information from, and inspect the records of, the
Department of Revenue to facilitate the adminis-
tration of the tax and ensure the correct distribution
of its proceeds as provided by Chapter 84.33 RCW.
[Ord. 04-214, § 6, 10-12-04.]

3.44.070 Severability.
If any provision of this chapter, or its application

to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the chapter or the application of the
provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected. [Ord. 04-214, § 7, 10-12-04.]

Chapter 3.48 

LOCAL IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT ASSESSMENTS

Sections:
3.48.010 Definitions.
3.48.020 Notice – Payment.
3.48.030 Interest – Delinquency.
3.48.040 Foreclosure.
3.48.050 Redemption after foreclosure.
3.48.060 Sale at foreclosure.

3.48.010 Definitions.
For the purposes of this chapter, the terms “local

improvement assessments” and “assessments”
mean assessments with respect to a local improve-
ment district, utility local improvement district, or
road improvement district. [Ord. 87-144, § 1, 7-20-
87.]

3.48.020 Notice – Payment.
Upon confirmation of the assessment roll for any

local improvement district, utility local improve-
ment district, or road improvement district, the
County Treasurer shall promptly publish notice as
required by RCW 35.49.010. All or any portion of
an assessment may be paid within 30 days from the
date of the first publication of such notice without
penalty, interest, or costs. The balance of any
assessment not paid within such 30-day period,
plus interest on the unpaid balance, shall be paid in
a number of equal annual installments as shall be
prescribed by resolution. The first such annual
installment shall be due one year after the end of the
30-day period described above. Subsequent annual
installments, plus interest, shall be due on the same
day of each year thereafter. [Ord. 87-144, § 2, 7-20-
87.]

3.48.030 Interest – Delinquency.
The balance of assessments not paid within the

30-day period described in CCC 3.48.020 shall
bear interest at such rate as shall be set by the
Board of County Commissioners. In addition to
such interest, delinquent installments of local
improvement assessments shall be subject to a pen-
alty of not less than five percent of the delinquent
amount per year, as shall be prescribed by resolu-
tion. [Ord. 87-144, § 3, 7-20-87.]

3.48.040 Foreclosure.
For the purposes of Chapters 35.50, 36.88 and

36.94 RCW, as amended as of or after the effective
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date of the ordinance codified in this chapter when
delinquent assessments are subject to foreclosure,
proceedings for foreclosure shall be commenced
on or before September 1st of each year, and shall
be carried out in the manner prescribed by law.
[Ord. 87-144, § 4, 7-20-87.]

3.48.050 Redemption after foreclosure.
When delinquent assessments are foreclosed

upon, all sales shall be subject to a two-year right
of redemption as provided by RCW 35.50.270.
During the two-year redemption period delinquent
interest and penalties shall continue to accrue on
the delinquent assessments. Whenever property
has been struck off to the county in foreclosure
action for delinquent assessments, the owner of
that property may redeem it during the redemption
period by paying the balance of the assessment
plus all interest, penalties, and costs to date of
redemption. [Ord. 87-144, § 5, 7-20-87.]

3.48.060 Sale at foreclosure.
When any property is sold at foreclosure for

delinquent assessments, the County Treasurer shall
hold the amount bid in a special account until the
property is redeemed or the redemption period
expires, whichever comes first. At any time prior to
expiration of the redemption period the owner may
redeem the property by paying to the County Trea-
surer, for the benefit of the successful bidder, the
full amount of the bid plus interest thereon from the
date of the sale to the date of redemption, at the rate
in effect for judgments as of the date of sale. If the
property is not redeemed during the redemption
period the County Treasurer shall deliver a deed to
the property to the successful bidder. [Ord. 87-144,
§ 6, 7-20-87.]

Chapter 3.50

COUNTY PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Sections:
3.50.010 Purpose – Title – Board defined.
3.50.020 Sale of property.
3.50.030 Notice and hearing.
3.50.040 Sale methods.
3.50.050 Exemptions from notice and hearing 

requirements.
3.50.060 Payment of purchase price.
3.50.070 Trade-ins.
3.50.080 Leases for terms longer than three 

years.
3.50.090 Leases for terms of three years or less.
3.50.100 Exchanging real property.
3.50.110 Intergovernmental transactions.
3.50.120 Property purchased with Referendum 

37 grant funds.
3.50.130 Compliance with RCW 39.33.020.
3.50.140 Supplemental procedures and 

requirements.

3.50.010 Purpose – Title – Board defined.
A. Chapter 36.34 RCW authorizes counties to

establish comprehensive procedures for the man-
agement of county property consistent with the
public interest. Upon adoption of such procedures,
a county is exempt from the requirements of Chap-
ter 36.34 RCW, although it retains all powers
granted by that chapter. Cowlitz County is adopt-
ing this resolution as its comprehensive procedures
for the management of county property consistent
with the public interest. These procedures are not
exclusive, however, and the county may exercise
any authority granted by, or follow any procedure
prescribed by, Chapter 36.34 RCW or any other
provision of law.

B. This chapter, together with any amend-
ments, shall be known as the “Cowlitz County
Property Management Policy.”

C. The term “Board” means the Board of
County Commissioners of Cowlitz County. [Ord.
93-102, § 19, 7-6-93; Res. 92-148, § 1, 9-21-92.]

3.50.020 Sale of property.
Whenever the Board determines that it is in the

best interest of the county to sell any county prop-
erty, it may do so in accordance with this policy.
This applies to all property owned by the county,
including real property, personal property and tax
title property. [Ord. 93-102, § 19, 7-6-93; Res. 92-
148, § 2, 9-21-92.]
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3.50.030 Notice and hearing.
Before authorizing the sale of any county prop-

erty, the Board shall hold a public hearing. Notice
of the public hearing shall be given by publication
in the official county newspaper. The notice shall
specify the date, time and purpose of the hearing,
and shall generally describe the property being
considered for sale. The notice shall be published
once, at least 10 days but no more than 25 days
before the hearing. If RCW 39.33.020 applies, its
notice provisions shall supersede the notice provi-
sions of this section. Any interested person may
speak at the hearing. After the hearing is closed, the
Board shall determine whether it is in the best
interest of the county to sell the property. [Res. 92-
148, § 3, 9-21-92.]

3.50.040 Sale methods.
If the Board authorizes the sale of any county

property, it shall direct that the property be sold by
any of the following methods:

A. Public Auction. Property may be sold at
public auction to the highest and best bidder. The
auction shall be conducted by or through the
County Treasurer or such other person as the Trea-
surer may designate. The Treasurer may contract
with another government agency or official, or
with a private party, to conduct the auction.
Advance written notice of the sale shall be pro-
vided by publication, posting and/or such other
means as the Treasurer or his or her designate
deems appropriate. The Board, the Treasurer, or
the Treasurer’s designate may set a minimum bid.

B. Sealed Bids. Property may be sold by sealed
bids to the highest and best bidder. The sale shall
be conducted by or through the County Treasurer
or such other person as the Treasurer may desig-
nate. Advance written notice of the sale shall be
provided by publication, posting and/or such other
means as the Treasurer or his or her designate
deems appropriate. The Board, the Treasurer, or
the Treasurer’s designate may set a minimum bid.

C. Consignment. Property may be placed with
an established dealer in the kind of property being
disposed of, to be sold on consignment. The Board
shall establish a minimum bid for the property, and
shall ensure that the dealer is obligated to receive
full payment before transferring the property.

D. Broker. The Board may list property for sale
with a broker who deals in that kind of property,
and who has all licenses required by law. The bro-
ker shall submit to the Board all written offers to
purchase all or any portion of the listed property.
The Board may accept any offer that it determines

is in the best interest of the county, even if that
offer does not represent the highest monetary
return of the offers submitted. The Board may
reject all offers. Final action selling the property
shall be taken at a public meeting.

E. Other Methods. Property may be sold
through other methods that the Board determines
are in the best interest of the county in having the
property sold in a timely manner for its fair market
value, and in receiving full payment at or before
the time of sale. [Ord. 93-102, § 19, 7-6-93; Res.
92-148, § 4, 9-21-92.]

3.50.050 Exemptions from notice and 
hearing requirements.

A. Sales of county property are exempt from
the requirements of CCC 3.50.030 in the following
circumstances:

1. When selling property to any unit of gov-
ernment, whether at the federal, state or local level;

2. When selling property with an estimated
value of $5,000 or less;

3. When trading in personal property in con-
nection with a purchase of personal property;

4. When selling residential real property at
fair market value to the current tenant of that prop-
erty, if that tenant has resided on the property and
satisfactorily performed the rental agreement for at
least six months;

5. When selling no more than one-half acre
of real property at fair market value to an owner of
adjoining property. If, according to the records of
the County Assessor, more than one person owns
adjoining property, the Board shall send notice to
all such owners informing them that a sale of the
county property is being considered, and inviting
them to send the Board a notice of their interest in
purchasing the property. If more than one owner
sends notice of interest in purchasing the property
within 15 days of the date of the Board’s notice, the
Board shall sell the property only by public auction
or sealed bids.

B. If the Board determines that it is in the best
interest of the county to sell any property in any of
the circumstances described in subsection A of this
section, it may proceed to sell the property, or have
it sold, in accordance with any of the sale methods
described in CCC 3.50.040. [Ord. 93-102, § 19, 7-
6-93; Res. 92-148, § 5, 9-21-92.]

3.50.060 Payment of purchase price.
When county property is to be sold, the purchase

price must be paid in full before the property is
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transferred to the purchaser. [Ord. 93-102, § 19, 7-
6-93; Res. 92-148, § 6, 9-21-92.]

3.50.070 Trade-ins.
In calling for bids to sell any personal property

to the county, the Board may include in its call for
bids a provision describing one or more items of
county property that the Board proposes to trade in
as partial payment for the property to be purchased.
The Board shall state whether it is optional or man-
datory for bidders to accept the proposed trade-in.
In determining the lowest responsible bidder on the
property the county will purchase, the Board shall
consider the net cost to the county, after the allow-
ance for the trade-in. [Ord. 93-102, § 19, 7-6-93;
Res. 92-148, § 7, 9-21-92.]

3.50.080 Leases for terms longer than three 
years.

A. The Board may lease county property,
including real property, personal property and tax
title property. Leases for terms longer than three
years are covered by this section, and leases for
terms of three years or less are covered in CCC
3.50.090.

B. Before entering into a lease for a term longer
than three years, the Board shall hold a public hear-
ing. Notice shall be given and the hearing shall be
conducted in accordance with the requirements of
CCC 3.50.030. After the hearing is closed, the
Board shall determine whether it is in the best
interest of the county to lease the property for the
proposed term.

C. If the Board authorizes such a lease, it shall
direct that the property shall be offered for lease by
one of the following methods:

1. Sealed Bids. Property may be leased by
sealed bids to the highest responsible bidder. The
Board shall issue a call for bids. The Board may set
a minimum rent. Notice of the call for bids shall be
provided by publication, posting and/or such other
means as the Board deems appropriate. The Board
shall determine the highest responsible bidder. The
Board may reject all bids.

2. Broker. The Board may list property for
lease with a broker who deals in that kind of prop-
erty, and who has all licenses required by law. The
Board may set a minimum rent. The broker shall
submit to the Board all written offers to lease all or
any portion of the listed property. The Board may
reject all offers, or accept the highest responsible
offer. Final action leasing the property shall be
taken at a public meeting.

3. Request for Proposals. The Board may
issue a request for proposals, inviting interested
persons to submit proposals to lease the property.
The request for proposals shall describe any
required elements that proposals must contain,
shall state the deadline for receiving proposals, and
may set a minimum rent. Notice of the request for
proposals shall be provided by publication, posting
and/or such other means as the Board deems appro-
priate. The Board may reject all proposals, or
accept the proposal that it determines is in the best
interest of the county, even if that proposal does
not provide the highest monetary return to the
county. [Ord. 93-102, § 19, 7-6-93; Res. 92-148,
§ 8, 9-21-92.]

3.50.090 Leases for terms of three years or 
less.

The Board may lease county property for terms
of three years or less as it determines is in the best
interest of the county. No public hearing is
required. The Board may enter into such leases
using the sealed bids, broker or request for propos-
als methods described in CCC 3.50.070. However,
instead of using any of those methods, the Board
may use any other method it determines will result
in a lease at fair market rental. [Ord. 93-102, § 19,
7-6-93; Res. 92-148, § 9, 9-21-92.]

3.50.100 Exchanging real property.
The Board may exchange county-owned real

property for privately owned real property when
the Board determines that: (a) the county-owned
real property is not necessary for the county’s fore-
seeable needs, (b) the county has a foreseeable
need for the privately owned real property, and (c)
the fair market value of the privately owned real
property is at least substantially equal to the value
of the county-owned real property. [Ord. 93-102,
§ 19, 7-6-93; Res. 92-148, § 10, 9-21-92.]

3.50.110 Intergovernmental transactions.
The Board may sell or lease property to, or

exchange property with, any other unit of govern-
ment, whether at the federal, state or local level.
The Board may accomplish such intergovernmen-
tal transactions upon whatever terms it deems
appropriate, and through whatever methods it
deems appropriate, including but not limited to pri-
vate negotiation. This section applies to personal
property, real property and tax title property. No
other provisions of this policy apply to such inter-
governmental transactions. [Ord. 93-102, § 19, 7-
6-93; Res. 92-148, § 11, 9-21-92.]
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3.50.120 Property purchased with 
Referendum 37 grant funds.

If the county owns real property purchased with
Referendum 37 grant funds, and if the county has
leased such property to a private nonprofit organi-
zation, the Board may, before the expiration of the
lease, agree to transfer the property to the tenant at
the conclusion of the lease, so long as the tenant
performs its responsibilities under the lease to the
Board’s satisfaction. No other provisions of this
policy apply to such transfers, except that the
Board shall comply with RCW 39.33.020 if it is
applicable. [Ord. 93-102, § 19, 7-6-93; Res. 92-
148, § 12, 9-21-92.]

3.50.130 Compliance with RCW 39.33.020.
The Board shall comply with RCW 39.33.020 in

any transaction to which it applies. [Ord. 93-102,
§ 19, 7-6-93; Res. 92-148, § 13, 9-21-92.]

3.50.140 Supplemental procedures and 
requirements.

The Board may establish supplemental proce-
dures and requirements to govern any proposed
sales or leases of county property. Such supple-
mental procedures and requirements shall not be
inconsistent with this policy. [Ord. 93-102, § 19, 7-
6-93; Res. 92-148, § 14, 9-21-92.]

Chapter 3.52 

ENHANCED 911 EXCISE TAX

Sections:
3.52.010 Excise tax – Rate imposed.
3.52.020 Excise tax – Collection procedure.
3.52.030 Excise tax – Proceeds designated.
3.52.040 Utility tax – Accounts created – 

Purpose.
3.52.050 Utility tax – Remittance and deposit.
3.52.060 Effective date.
3.52.070 Severability.

3.52.010 Excise tax – Rate imposed.
An enhanced 911 tax in the amount of $0.50 per

month for each telephone switched access line, as
defined in RCW 84.14B.020(3), is hereby imposed
on each switched access line in Cowlitz County.
[Ord. 92-034, § 1(1), 4-1-92.]

3.52.020 Excise tax – Collection procedure.
Taxes imposed under this section shall be col-

lected from the user by the local exchange com-
pany, as defined in RCW 82.14B.020(4) and
80.04.010, providing the switched access line. The
local exchange company shall state the amount of
tax separately on the billing statement which is sent
to the user. [Ord. 92-034, § 1(2), 4-1-92.]

3.52.030 Excise tax – Proceeds designated.
The proceeds of this tax shall be used for an

“enhanced 911 telephone system” as defined in
RCW 82.14B.020(2), which system shall be imple-
mented no later than December 31, 1998. [Ord. 92-
034, § 2, 3-30-92.]

3.52.040 Utility tax – Accounts created – 
Purpose.

There is hereby created a special account within
the TSC – 911 Communications Fund known as
the “Enhanced 911 – Utility Tax.” All taxes levied
herein shall be placed in said account for the pur-
pose of paying all or any part of the cost of all
expenses related to the planning, acquisition,
installation, addition, improvement, replacement,
repair, maintenance, or operation of an enhanced
911 telephone system, including reimbursement to
the local exchange companies for actual costs of
administration and collection of the tax imposed.
[Ord. 92-034, § 3, 3-30-92.]
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3.52.050 Utility tax – Remittance and 
deposit.

A. The local exchange company shall remit all
taxes collected within 30 days following the collec-
tion month to the Cowlitz County Treasurer.

B. The Treasurer shall deposit said taxes
received from the local exchange company in the
special account referenced in CCC 3.52.040. [Ord.
92-034, § 4, 3-30-92.]

3.52.060 Effective date.
The effective date of the tax herein imposed

shall be April 1, 1992, and notice of the tax shall be
provided by Cowlitz County to all local exchange
companies serving in the county at least 60 days in
advance of the date on which the first payment is
due. [Ord. 92-034, § 5, 3-30-92.]

3.52.070 Severability.
If any section, subsection, clause, phrase, or

word in this chapter or any provision adopted by
reference herein is for any reason held to be invalid
or unconstitutional by a court of competent juris-
diction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall
not affect the validity or constitutionality of the
remaining portions of this chapter or any provision
adopted by reference herein. [Ord. 92-034, § 6, 3-
30-92.]

Chapter 3.56 

RADIO ACCESS EXCISE TAX

Sections:
3.56.010 Radio access excise tax.
3.56.020 Use of proceeds.
3.56.030 Purposes enumerated.
3.56.040 Remittance and deposit of taxes.
3.56.050 Effective date of tax – Notice to radio 

communications service companies.
3.56.060 Refund mechanism.
3.56.070 Severability.

3.56.010 Radio access excise tax.
A. Pursuant to Chapter 82.14B RCW, there is

hereby levied an excise tax of $0.50 per month on
each radio access line, as defined in RCW
82.14B.020(5), for which the place of primary use
as defined in RCW 82.14B.020(9) is located in
Cowlitz County, to assist in financing the Cowlitz
County Emergency Services Communications
System.

B. Taxes imposed under this section shall be
collected from the user by the radio communica-
tions service company providing the radio access
line, as defined in RCW 82.14B.020(6) and
80.04.010. The radio communications service
company shall state the amount of tax separately
on the billing statement which is sent to the user.
[Ord. 02-176, § 1, 10-15-02; Ord. 94-131, § 1, 7-
18-94.]

3.56.020 Use of proceeds.
The proceeds of this tax shall be used to assist in

financing the Cowlitz County Emergency Services
Communications System as defined in RCW
82.14B.020(1). [Ord. 94-131, § 2, 7-18-94.]

3.56.030 Purposes enumerated.
All taxes levied herein shall be placed in the

account created under CCC 3.52.040 known as the
Enhanced 911 – Utility Tax and utilized for the
purpose of paying all or any part of the cost of all
expenses related to the planning, acquisition,
installation, addition, improvement, replacement,
repair, maintenance, or operation of the Cowlitz
County Technical Services Center telephone sys-
tem, including reimbursement to the radio commu-
nications service companies for actual costs of
administration and collection of the tax imposed.
[Ord. 94-131, § 3, 7-18-94.]
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3.56.040 Remittance and deposit of taxes.
A. The radio communications service company

shall remit all taxes collected within 30 days fol-
lowing the collection month to the Cowlitz County
Treasurer.

B. The Treasurer shall deposit said taxes
received from the radio communications service
company in the special account referenced in CCC
3.56.030. [Ord. 94-131, § 4, 7-18-94.]

3.56.050 Effective date of tax – Notice to 
radio communications service 
companies.

The effective date of the tax imposed under
Ordinance No. 94-131 shall be October 1, 1994.
The effective date of the increased tax imposed
under CCC 3.56.010 shall be January 1, 2003.
Until January 1, 2003, the tax imposed under this
chapter shall be imposed at the rate established in
Ordinance No. 94-131. Notice of the tax shall be
provided by Cowlitz County to all radio communi-
cations service companies serving in the county at
least 60 days in advance of the date on which the
first payment is due. [Ord. 02-176, § 2, 10-15-02;
Ord. 94-131, § 5, 7-18-94.]

3.56.060 Refund mechanism.
In the event that the tax or any portion thereof

imposed by CCC 3.56.010 is ordered to be
refunded by final judgment of a court of record, the
county shall, upon presentation of a certified copy
of the final judgment, pay to each radio communi-
cations service company the portion of the ordered
refund attributable to tax collected by the com-
pany, in trust for the benefit of end users from
whom the tax was collected. Each company is
required to promptly remit, to each end user who
paid tax for which refund was ordered, the duly
allocable portion of the refund held in trust. To the
extent end users entitled to refund cannot be iden-
tified or located by the company with exercise of
due diligence within three months of the date
refund is received in trust by the company, the
company shall return the undistributed trust funds
and accumulations to the county, together with the
last known name and address of each person enti-
tled thereto, and the portion to which each is enti-
tled. [Ord. 94-131, § 6, 7-18-94.]

3.56.070 Severability.
If any section, subsection, clause, phrase or

word in this chapter or any provision adopted by
reference herein is for any reason held to be invalid
or unconstitutional by a court of competent juris-

diction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall
not affect the validity or constitutionality of the
remaining portions of this chapter or any provision
adopted by reference herein. [Ord. 94-131, § 7, 7-
18-94.]
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Chapter 3.60

REAL ESTATE EXCISE TAX

Sections:
3.60.010 Unincorporated areas – Excise tax 

imposed.
3.60.020 Tax rate.
3.60.030 Accumulated funds.
3.60.040 Administration and collection of tax.
3.60.050 Penalties.
3.60.060 Effective date.
3.60.070 Severability.

3.60.010 Unincorporated areas – Excise tax 
imposed.

In addition to those statutorily mandated real
estate excise taxes, there is hereby imposed an
excise tax on each sale of real property in the unin-
corporated areas of Cowlitz County pursuant to the
authority granted in RCW 82.46.010(2). Such tax
shall be imposed upon and collected from those
persons who are taxable by the state under Chapter
82.45 RCW upon the occurrence of any taxable
event within such unincorporated areas. [Ord. 02-
176, § 1, 10-15-02; Ord. 96-221, § 1, 12-23-96.]

3.60.020 Tax rate.
Effective January 1, 1997, the rate of the tax

imposed by CCC 3.60.010 shall be one-quarter of
one percent of the selling price on each sale of real
property in the unincorporated areas of Cowlitz
County. [Ord. 96-221, § 2, 12-23-96.]

3.60.030 Accumulated funds.
The funds accumulated from the tax provided

for in CCC 3.60.010 shall be used for capital pur-
poses as identified in a capital improvements or
facilities plan as adopted or amended from time to
time by the Board of County Commissioners or for
local capital improvements including those listed
in RCW 35.43.040. [Ord. 96-221, § 3, 12-23-96.]

3.60.040 Administration and collection of 
tax.

The tax imposed by this chapter shall be admin-
istered and collected in accordance with Chapter
82.46 RCW and shall comply with all applicable
rules, regulations, laws and court decisions regard-
ing real estate excise taxes as imposed by the state
under Chapter 82.45 RCW. [Ord. 96-221, § 4, 12-
23-96.]

3.60.050 Penalties.
The taxes levied under this chapter are the obli-

gation of the seller. The tax imposed under this
chapter and any interest or penalties thereon shall
constitute a lien upon each piece of real property
sold from the time of sale until the tax is paid,
which lien may be enforced in the manner pre-
scribed by law for the foreclosure of mortgages.
[Ord. 96-221, § 5, 12-23-96.]

3.60.060 Effective date.
This chapter shall take effect January 1, 1997.

[Ord. 96-221, § 6, 12-23-96.]

3.60.070 Severability.
If any provision of this chapter or its application

to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of this chapter or the application of the
provisions to other persons or circumstances is not
affected. [Ord. 96-221, § 7, 12-23-96.]






