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Plant Spotlight: Rush Skeletonweed  

 

Purchasing the right plants for your garden is the first step. 
 

Knowing what you are planting is the solution to stopping invasive species! 
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By: Angelica Velazquez 

By: Pierce County Noxious Weed Control 

In ecosystems in which native animals rely 

on sparse vegetation to survive, rush 

skeletonweed (Chondrilla juncea) infestations 

provide a huge risk of malnutrition due to 

less available forage. While some animals 

will graze upon rush skeletonweed, it 

provides little nutrition.  Particularly on the 

east side of the Cascade mountains, this plant 

threatens irrigated lands as well. This 

perennial is often overlooked by landowners 

and natural resource conservation workers 

due to the similarities the rosettes share with 

other nuisance plants. An additional 

evolutionary advantage this plant has is its 

taproot which can reach up to 7 feet, making 

it difficult to pull the entirety of outside of 

the rainy seasons. There are multiple 

biological controls available for this weed. 

Contact the Integrated Weed Control Project 

through WSU extension for more information 

on the specifics of these bio agents.  
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An often overlooked pollinator and 

contributor to ecosystems, many bat 

species play vital roles. Of  the 1300 

species of bats worldwide, many of them 

contribute by pollinating, consuming 

insects and spreading seeds (some 

desirable, others invasive). Similar to 

hummingbirds, honeybees, moths, etc., 

bats also seek out nectar.  

By pulling or otherwise removing 

invasive weeds youôre actually helping 

bats considerably. While they donôt 

forage the way livestock or native 

ungulates (deer and elk) do, they consume 

insects on native plants. As you remove 

invasive vegetation you allow more native 

plants to take their place, creating a haven 

for nutrient-dense insects that bats crave. 

Weeds become listed as noxious or 

invasive based partially on the fact that 

the environment doesnôt provide any 

competition, therefore they are devoid of 

much food for bats.    

While bats arenôt our workhorse pollinators here 

in the Pacific Northwest, theyôre crucial to many 

climates in Africa, Southeast Asia and the Pacific 

Islands. Some of the benefits we get from bats as 

pollinators are found in any supermarket. 

Mangoes, bananas, guava and agave all depend 

on bats to produce fruit. Not only do they 

pollinate these plants, they eat the insects from 

their flowers.  

Bat Lives Matter  

Merlin D. Tuttle / Bat Conservation International 


